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DR MAHATHI R: POOR PROMOTI ONS KEEPI NG M SI AN PRODUCTS OQUT OF US MARKET

SEPANG May 17 (Bernama) -- Lack of pronotions is the najor factor why
Mal aysi an nade products are not able to penetrate the vast US market, said
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad.

"The USis a country with a |arge market and there have not been enough
initiatives by Malaysia to pronote | ocally nmade products,” he said.

He said this to reporters on his arrival here today at the KL
International Airport after a four-day visit to the United States.

There is not even a single place in the US where Mal aysi an products are
bei ng exhi bited and there have been no efforts by the | ocal entrepreneurs
to pronote their products whilst the USis a |large nmarket, he said.

"I'f we can get one percent of the market, that would be big, and the
products need not be just the electronic products that we produce but
others such as furniture. The Anerican furniture market is so big and there
are other products bei ng made by Mal aysi ans that could be marketed in the
US," he said.

Dr Mahathir said he did not discuss this with US | eaders but only with
t he Mal aysi an anbassador i n Washi ngt on.

On further steps to be taken to pronpte Ml aysi an products in the US
he said that Ml aysia needed to show the kind of products it manufactured.

"Qur anbassador has decided to provide a special place at the Ml aysian
Enbassy (i n Washington) to exhibit Ml aysian made products," he said.

Towards this, |ocal producers should have their products for exhibition
so that "we can pronote their products for them" he said.

"In the end they will gain fromthe sale," he added.

He said Mal aysi an products should not be concentrated i n Washi ngton
al one but throughout the US

On the neeting between Bank Negara Governor Tan Sri Dr Zeti Akhtar Aziz
and Federal Reserve Chairman Al an G eenspan, Dr Mahathir said that
di scussi ons were centred on |slan c Banki ng.

"It was clear that he did not have rmuch information about Islamc
banki ng and he had asked if there was a possibility of us having Islamc
bonds whil e we have have al ready been doing this for sonme time now and we
have many ot her |slam ¢ banking products created in Ml aysia and accepted
by the Muslimcomunity,” he said.

It is clear the Americans focus only on their systens and are not too
convi nced that Islamc Banking could be used, he said. -- BERNANVA
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