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Zai nuddi n- Mahat hi r/ BM
ZAlI NUDDI N DOES NOT CONCUR W TH VI EW THAT PM SHOULD STAY ON

KUALA LUWMPUR, Cct 13 (Bernama) -- The Parlianentary Secretary to the
Informati on M ni stry Dat uk Zai nuddi n Mai di n sai d today t hat he does not
concur with the viewthat the Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad, shoul d reconsi der his decision to step down and shoul d conti nue as
Prime Mnister.

The person who expressed that viewhad unwittingly tried to belittle
and underm ne the ability of Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah
Ahmad Badawi to serve as Prine Mnister of Mal aysia, he said.

Zai nuddi n said he was el ated by Dr Mahathir'statenent to CNN t hat
Abdul I ah had all the qualities needed to be Prime Mnister.

"Dr Mahathir should in fact have stepped down earlier but circunstances
in 1997-1999 forced himto stay on in the interest of the nation and the
party. | feel there are no such pressing circuntances at present," he told
Ber nama.

Former Finance M nister and MP for Gua Misang Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah
had said that Dr Mahathir could withdraw his decision to step down as there
had been requests for such a nove frommany groups i ncl udi ng the Kel ant an
Umo Conventi on.

"I amanazed that those who previously tried to topple Dr Mahathir now
feel it is appropriate to urge himto carry on as Prine Mnister,"

Zai nuddi n sai d.

In the first segment of his interviewover "CNN-Tal k Asia", Dr Mahathir
had said he woul d not return to hol ding any political or governnent post
after he stepped down at the end of next year as did not wishto interfere.

Zai nuddi n al so said that talk that Dr Mahathir would fol |l ow t he
foot steps of former Singapore Prime M nister Datuk Lee Kuan Yew and becone
Senior Mnister as underm ning Dr Mahathir's character.

Zai nuddi n said Dr Mahathir is an Umo | eader who had been fortunate and
given the grace by Allah to be farsighted and | eave his mark on t he nati on.

"Not many Umo | eaders and Prine M nisters have had this opportunity.™”

"I believe the majority of Ml aysians want to see Dr Mahathir | eave at
t he hei ght of his excellence and | eadership of the nation. | amal so one of
them" Zai nuddin said.
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