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LI D- Seychel | es
DR M A ROLE MODEL FOR DEVELOPI NG AND UNDER- DEVELOPED NATI ONS

By: S. Retnanathan

LANGKAW , Aug 3 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad has been described as a shi ni ng exanpl e of what an enli ghtened
| eader can do to bring about devel opnent to a nation and sustainit for the
benefit of the people by Seychelles Vice-President Janes Alix M chel.

"Qther countries inthe Third Wrld have alot to | earn fromMal aysia's
experiences. In fact, | nyself and nmy country, being close to Ml aysia,
have |l earnt alot. W are learning and | think we can continue to share
experiences and | earn fromthe achi everrents of Mal aysia,"” he told reporters
on the sidelines of the dobal 2002 Langkawi |nternational D al ogue (d obal
2002 LI D) today.

A obal 2002 LIDwi Il end today after three days of dial ogue sessi ons on
the smart partnershi p novenent at t he Pel angi Beach Resort on this resort
i sl and.

Asked what he expected fromfuture LIDs without Dr Mahathir as the head
of government, M chel said the LIDwould continue to play an i nportant rol e
for exchange of ideas even after the prine mnister had retired.

Dr Mahathir will leave office in Cctober next year.

"I think the prine mnister (Dr Mahathir) is innovative. LIDw Il have
a very inportant role to play even though he will no | onger be prine
mnister. Hs wisdom | think, will be very inportant for the future of the
nmovenent ," M chel said.

This norning, he said, the dobal 2002 LID discussed the need for
| eaders, who were no longer in office, to continue their active
participationinfuture smart partnership dial ogues.

He said their experiences and wi sdomwoul d ensure nore enli ghtened
nmeetings in future.

M chel was confident Mal aysia woul d continue to host smart partnership
di al ogues despite Dr Mahathir's departure fromoffice next year.

"I think Mal aysia will have a very dom nant role to play in ensuring
LIDcontinues to fulfil its rolein getting countries together to bring
about devel opnent in our respective countries,"” he said.

Meanwhi | e, Tanzania's M nister of Energy and M neral, Daniel A N Yona,
said Dr Mahathir's words of wi sdomin the international arena were what a
| ot of African nations wanted to say but coul d not.

"African nations are | earning much fromDr Mahathir's wi sdombecause it
i s good to have soneone who cautions you to be careful in this rough
worl d," he said.

He said this sort of advice was very good as "nobody gives us this kind
of advice."

Asked i f the African nations were afraid of retaliation fromthe West
due to their close ties with Mal aysia, he said there was no such
retaliation fromthe West for being friends of Ml aysi a.

He al so said Tanzania was keen to | earn fromMal aysia' s experience in
devel opi ng the country, which had beconme the envy of many.
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