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DR MAHATHI R ARRI VES | N TOKYO FOR OFFICIAL VISIT

By: Harlina Sanmson

TOKYO, Dec 12 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohanmad arrived here today for a two-day official visit to Japan.

Dr Mahat hir, acconpanied by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mohanmed Al i,
arrived on a comercial aircraft at Narita Airport where he was nmet by the
Mal aysi an anbassador to Japan, Datuk Marzuki Mohanmad Noor, enmbassy
of ficials and Japanese anbassador to Ml aysi a Masaki Koni shi .

The visit, at the invitation of Japanese Prine M nister Junichiro
Koi zumi, is Dr Mahathir's second to Japan this year, the first beingin
May. The visit thistime is to conmenorate the 20t h anniversary of the
'Look East Policy'.

Dr Mahathir and his entourage were then driven to central Tokyo to the
I nperial Hotel where he will be staying until Friday.

He was net on arrival at the hotel by Public Service Departnment (PSD)
Director-General Tan Sri Janmal uddi n Damanhuri and of ficials of the enbassy
and the Prime M nister's Departnent.

The Prine M nister, who has a very tight schedul e, began his progranme
by receiving Mnister of International Trade and | ndustry of Japan Takeo
Hi r anuna.

Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah then had a royal audi ence with Enperor
Aki hito and Enpress M chi ko at the | nperial Pal ace.

At mdday, the Prime Mnister will attend a private [ unch with N kkei
presi dent and chi ef executive officer Takuhi ko Tsuruta at Hot el Okura.

Dr Mahathir also received a brief call by the chairman of Matsushita
El ectrical Industrial Co Ltd, Datuk Yoichi Mrishita.

The Prine Mnister will then deliver a keynote address at the ' Look
East Policy' sem nar where a question-and-answer session will be held.

Later, Dr Mahathir will call on Koizum at Sori Kantei, the Japanese
Prime Mnister's office, where both | eaders are expected to touch on i ssues
of common interest, bilateral relations, trade and economic matters as well
as regional issues.

In the evening, the Prime Mnister will be entertained to an of fici al
di nner hosted by Japanese Forei gn M nister Yori ko Kawaguchi at the
governnent guest house, likura Guest House.
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