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DR MAHATH R HAPPY W TH OUTCOVE OF SW TZERLAND VI SI T

By: Mahrus | brahim

GENEVA, June 12 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad rounded of f
his three-day official visit to Switzerland last night with a get-together
with nore than 150 menbers of the new y-formed Mal aysi an Associ ati on of
Geneva.

The hour-1ong gathering at a hotel here was al so attended by Datin Seri
Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali, International Trade and Industry M nister Datuk
Seri Rafidah Aziz, Human Resources M nister Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn and
menbers of the Mal aysian del egation to the 90th session of the
I nternati onal Labour Conference currently being held here.

Mal aysi an specialities such as nee goreng, mnurtabak dan kui h seri nuka
were anong the di shes served.

In his speech, the Prine M nister advised Mal aysians |iving abroad to
play the role of honorary anbassadors to pronote the country.

"Al t hough sorme of you may have changed your citizenship for one reason
or another, | amsure Malaysia is still in your heart," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that Switzerland was quite simlar to Malaysia in that
it has a multiracial population which could |live peacefully together.

In fact, the Prine Mnister said that he used Switzerland as an exanpl e
of a peaceful multiracial nation when he wote his book, "The Ml ay
D | ena"

He said that such peace could only be achieved if the people were
willing to share the country's wealth

Dr Mahathir said that there were not nmany countries in the world where
t he peopl e coul d enjoy such peace as in Ml aysi a.

"W woul d Iike to preserve such peace," he said.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir told a nmedia conference at his hotel that he was
happy with the outconme of his visit to Switzerl and.

He said that Switzerland had stated its readi ness to enhance
cooperation with Malaysia in, anong others, providing information in
i nvestigations pertaining to allegations of abuse in Perwaja Steel.

According to earlier reports, the Anti Corruption Agency (ACA) faced
difficulty inits investigation into the case as the Swiss authorities had
been reluctant in providing cooperation.

Dr Mahathir said that he was al so proud to observe the capability of a
group of young Ml aysi an engi neers involved in the designing of the engine
jointly undertaken by Petronas and Sauber in the country.

They had reached a stage where they could produce 900cc notorcycle
engi nes, he said.

Dr Mahathir said that Mal aysia had the capability to produce its own
car engi nes.

"But, to attain econom es of scale, we'll need to produce between
400, 000 and 500,000 units," he said.

During the visit, Dr Mahathir visited the Petronas Sauber plant in
Hinwill.

He hel d di scussions with President Kaspar Villinger and addressed the
90t h session of the International Labour Conference. He al so net |eading
Swi ss busi nessnen.

He |ater left for neighbouring Luxenbourg for a two-day visit.
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