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Mahat hi r - Saf e
DANGER NOT FROM MALAYSI A, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUWPUR, COct 1 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad said
today that visitors and menbers of the busi ness comunity, includingthose
fromthe United States and Canada, know that Ml aysia is a safe country and
is even safer than their own countries.

The prime mnister said that the fact was that several terrorist
i nci dents had occurred not in Malaysia but in the western countreis.

"The attacks, whether by crashing into buildings until they topple or
by spreading anthrax, are on their countries. It's all done there, soit's
danger ous there. There's no danger in Malaysia," he told a nedi a conference
after openi ng the Bi oMal aysi a 2002 i nternati onal synposium and exhi bition
on bi ot echnol ogy here.

He was responding to questions fromreporters on the noves by the US
and Canada to introduce stringent imrigrationrules onvisitorstothe two
countries, including Mal aysi ans.

To a question, the prime mnister said there was al ready a general
anti-Mislimhysteria because of the actions of a few peopl e.

He said that no thanks to those few, the whole Musli mworl d seened to
have been | abelled in a negative manner.

This, he said, led to stringent checks being carried out particularly
on Muslimvisitors to ensure that they were not terrorists.

"It is unfortunate, of course, that this stand is taken but it is their
country," he said.

Asked whet her he was upset about the whole thing, Dr Mahathir said: "O
course | amupset. | amnot athief. | amnot a terrorist."

The prine mnister also recounted an incident in New York involving an
Anerican official while he was en route to Washi ngton during a recent visit
to the US.

"When | arrived in New York en route to Washington, the official who
boarded ny jet said harshly that no one was to nove until we had been
checked.

"They can check if they want to but there's no need to be so harsh," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

He was al so asked to comment on a report that Deputy Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi had to take off his shoes for security
checks in the US.

He said this showed that the US authorities did not care at all that a
person was a | eader of a foreign country.
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