22/ 01/ 2002

DAP agrees with BN | eaders about by-election results

| POH, Mon. - The DAP agrees with Barisan Nasional conponent party |eaders
that the Indera Kayangan by-el ection result was a clear and resoundi ng
vote against a Pas-style Islanmic State.

However, its chairman LimKit Siang di sagrees that the 4,279 votes
recei ved by the BN candi date Qui Ah Lan tantanount to an endorsenent of an
Islami c State al a- Umo.

"The by-el ection was a choi ce between Pas and Umo type of Islamc State
but the people were never nade to realise that this was a false option,"
he sai d.

Limsaid this at a forumon "Shoul d Mal aysi a becone an Islamc State?"
at a hotel here l|ast night.

He added that the DAP decided not to assist Parti Keadilan Nasional in
t he by-el ecti on canpai gn because DAP had no role in it since Keadilan and
Pas disagreed with it on the post-Sept 11 political scenario and the
I slami c State question.

"The BN fully exploited the 911 (Sept 11) terror card as well as painted
the Barisan Alternatif as standing for a Taliban Ml aysia," he said.

Meanwhi | e, Just International president Dr Chandra Mizaffar said it was
still unclear what sort of Islamc State Pas would like to set up if it
came to power.

He said there was also no uniformty in the Islamc State concept
practised in countries |ike Saudi Arabia, Iran, Pakistan, Sudan and
Kuwai t .

Chandra said non-Muslins would likely have a limted role in the civil
service, politics, arnmed forces and the judiciary under the Pas rule if it
was based on the Quran and Sunnah. (see CORRECTI ON above)

"The role of wonmen will be drastically marginalised while power will be
centred in the hands of the ulama," he said.

Chandra acknow edged that under Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad' s | eader ship, wonmen's status had been el evat ed.

"There are three wonen in his Cabinet and several others hol ding key
positions in the civil service", he said.

( END)



	DAP agrees with BN leaders about by-election results (NST 22/01/2002)

