02/ 08/ 2002

DAP confident of opposition electoral pact

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The DAP today said it is confident of achieving an
agreement with other Qpposition parties to avoid contests between their
candi dates in the next general election

DAP national treasurer Fong Kui Lun said the party did not anticipate
any problems with Pas, as it was confident Pas was "nore interested" in
contesting seats in rural areas.

"If at all there is going to be any overlapping, we think it will be
with Parti Keadil an Nasional which we expect will, like the DAP, focus on
seats in the urban areas,"” he said.

However, he said, the DAP was confident a conprom se could be reached.

He said this at a Press conference which was held to announce the ~Val k
wi th DAP' fund-raising wal kat hon

Fong al so did not dismss the possibility that sone DAP "ol d-ti mers”
like national chairman LimKit Siang and national deputy chairnman Karpa
Si ngh woul d contest the general election

He said the DAP was confident el ections would be held before Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad retires next October.

"However, we are sure we will contest nore seats than we did in the 1999
general el ection, especially since
there will be new seats created next year under the Election Conm ssion's
redel i neati on exercise."

He said the DAP anticipated a tough fight in the elections, especially
since it was no longer in the Barisan Alternatif.

Earlier, he said, the wal kathon would be held on Cct 27 at Taman Tasik
Permai suri in Cheras.

He said a donation drive would be carried out nationwide fromAug 1 to
Cct 15.

DAP nmenbers with an authorised donation card would coll ect noney from
the public during this period.
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