14/ 03/ 2002

Fadzil: RTM on Pas snear canpaign

OPPCSI TI ON Leader Dat uk Fadzil Noor (Pas-Pendang) |abelled Information
M nister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob and Parlianentary Secretary Datuk Zai nuddin
Mai di n as people with no norals.

He all eged that Khalil and Zai nuddi n, using Radi o Tel evi syen Ml aysi a,
mast er m nded a smear canpai gn agai nst Pas and | brahi mLi bya by airing
video clips of the 17-year-old Menmali incident.

"Ibrahimis dead ... what kind of person are you to snear the good nane
of someone who is already dead. You have no norals,” he said, angrily
pointing at Khalil's and Zai nuddin's enpty seats.

Debating the Royal Address, Fadzil, who was visibly upset over the
airing of the clips, clained that Khalil designed the Pas-bashi ng canpai gn
to cover up his wongdoi ngs when he was Pahang Menteri Besar

In the case of Zainuddin, Fadzil said he was trying to get back into the
good books of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

Fadzil alleged that Zainuddin, whom he said was sacked fromhis top
editorial post in Uusan Melayu after criticising the Prime Mnister over
t he use of Bahasa Mal aysia, was trying to please Dr Mahathir.

Fadzi| caused an uproar when he "cleared" Deputy Information M nister
Dat uk Khalid Yunus of playing any part in the canpaign initiated by Khali
and Zai nuddi n.

CGesturing at Khalid, he said: "Yang ini bagus, tak nacam dua orang itu
(This person is innocent, not |ike those two)."

Khalid later stood up and told Fadzil that his attenpt to drive a wedge
between himand his Mnister and the Parlianentary Secretary woul d not
succeed.

"At the ministry, all of us are responsible. Please don't try to pit ne
agai nst Khalil or Zainuddin," he said.

Earlier, speaking during the norning session, Fadzil said the Government
had accused Muslimextrem sts of interpreting jihad wongly, but had
failed to define its true mneaning.

He said the Governnent had limted its definition of jihad to economc
struggl e.

He said econony was not the only facet of life and that the Governnent's
interpretation was thus simlar to Karl Marx's conmuni st ideol ogy.

Fadzil said true jihad enconpassed overcom ng desire, opposing Satan
cruelty, vices and the enemes of an Islanic state.

( END)
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