07 AUG 2002
Myanmar - Razal
DR MAHATHI R TO DI SCUSS VARI OUS | SSUES W TH MYANVAR S LEADER

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 7 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad and
Myanmar | eader Gen Than Shwe are expected to exchange views on the | atest
devel opnent in Myanmar during the Prine Mnister's official visit to Yangon
on Aug 18.

Besi des exchangi ng views on the current devel opnent, both | eaders are
al so expected to discuss problens and opportunities for Asean, said Tan Sri
Razali Ismail, the United Nations' special envoy to Myanmar and specia
advi ser to Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

Speaking to reporters after delivering a keynote address at a busi ness
sem nar here today, he said Dr Mahathir is al so expected to exchange vi ews
on what Ml aysia can do in Myanmar's industralisation and noderni sation
pl ans.

"Dr Mahathir will bring Ml aysi an showcase on t he best Ml aysi an
technol ogy to Myanmar and exchange i deas and vi ews on what i s happeni ng
there and also in the Asean region," he said.

Asked whether Dr Mahathir woul d neet opposition | eader Aung San Suu Kyi
during his two-day official visit there, Razali, who had just returned from
his eighth trip to Myanmar, said: "No idea...Suu Kyi my want to see PM"

On Monday, a local daily had reported that Dr Mahathir was expected to
meet Suu Kyi at the invitation of the opposition | eader.

However, Dr Mahathir yesterday said that his visit was at the
invitation of the Myanmar governnent. He declined to say whet her he woul d
meet the opposition | eader

Razal i, assuned his post in 2000 as the personal representative of U N
Secretary-Ceneral Kofi Annan, to broker tal ks between the nilitary
governnent and Suu Kyi with an aimat pronoting national reconciliation and
political reform

On Suu Kyi, who was rel eased fromhouse arrest in May by the nilitary
junta, Razali said the opposition | eader is doing well as there was no
restrictions i nmposed on her

"She is nore positive now. She can travel...It's |like breathing fresh
air for her. She has gone out there to neet people and was well received,"”
he sai d.

Razali said Suu Kyi and the mlitary government are getting together to
have an i nportant discussion on the future of the country.

Asked whether Suu Kyi can travel overseas, he replied: "Wen the tinmes

cones, she herself nmay cone and see the Asean countries...| don't know,
there is a possibility in the near future."
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