12 APR 2002
Mahat hi r - Si ngapor e
DR MAHATHI R SAYS THERE' S BASI S TO MALAYSI A' S OBJECTI ON

KOTA BAHARU, April 12 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has maintai ned that there is basis to Malaysia's objection
to the land recl amati on project carried out by Singapore off Johore.

He said Mal aysia woul d continue to insist that there is basis to its
obj ection contrary to Singapore's claim

"If Singapore says it is baseless then it has to showto us howit is
basel ess. W feel that there is basis,” he told reporters during his
one-day visit to Kelantan, here today.

Si ngapore Prinme M nister Goh Chok Tong in a TV telecast in the island
republic | ast Wednesday reni nded Mal aysia to submt a protest note on the
recl amati on project.

Si ngapore is also of the views that there is no basis to Malaysia's
objection while its parlianent feels that the republic is not obliged to
consult Malaysia on the project which is withinits waters.

On the report that Singapore had given its reply on resolving al
outstanding bilateral issues as a package, Dr Mahathir said there was no
reply as yet.

"What | received was only a letter fromLee Kuan Yew (Si ngapore Seni or
M nister), saying that ny letter contains sonething new and that he has to
study our proposals," he said.

The Prime Mnister said that Singapore had yet to respond to Malaysia's
proposal s.

"We cone up with other proposals, and we want their response. W have
yet to get their response,” he said.

Asked on whether Mal aysia woul d produce its own weapons to neet its
def ence needs, Dr Mahathir sai d Mal aysi a was now capabl e of produci ng
several light weapons such as rifles for its needs.

He said Mal aysia could also build Iight plane and was sl owy acquiring
know edge and expertise in other areas.

Earlier in a neeting with federal governnent officers here, Dr Mahathir
sai d the governnent was enhancing the country's defence capabilities
t hrough purchases of nodern weapons and tanks from several countries.

"W are buyi ng weapons only for our defence. Those who want to attack
us, we promse we'll give thema bl oody nose,” he said.

- - BERNAMA

RAR ABG



	DR MAHATHIR SAYS THERE'S BASIS TO MALAYSIA'S OBJECTION (Bernama 12/04/2002)

