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DR MAHATHI R WANTS STUDENTS TO MASTER ENGLI SH

By: Sal ny Hashi m

WASHI NGTON, May 16 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad on Wednesday urged Mal aysi an students to master English so that
they can not only communi cate with foreigners but also surf the internet
and keep up with the | atest devel opnents in engi neering and sci ence.

"It will be inpossible to translate all the latest English texts into
Mal ay and i nstead of waiting for the texts to be translated into Ml ay
anyone who knows the | anguage can have i nmedi ate access to the latest in
Engi neeri ng and Sci ence. "

Addr essing nore than 160 students fromaround the United States at the
new Mal aysi an Enbassy here, the Prinme M nister advised students overseas to
stay away frommi sguided nmilitants or extreni st groups whose mmin goal was
to overthrow t he governnent through viol ent neans.

"I don't understand why they want to use arns when they can use
el ections to choose the governnent of their choice."

Dr Mahathir remnmi nded students of the "Ml aysia Bol en" slogan and of the
chal | enges ahead as the country worked towards becomi ng a devel oped nation
by t he year 2020.

He was proud of the achi evenents of Mal aysians in scaling M Everest,
sailing around the world, and "of soneone who has gone to the Antarctica."

Hs last remark was nmet with laughter and appl ause from students who
recalled the Prinme Mnister's gruelling adventure in the South Pole
recently.

Earlier, Dr Mahathirr opened the new chancery of the Enbassy of
Mal aysia at No 3516 International Court. The building, conpleted in
February, is built on the style of the "Anglo-Straits,"” a blend of Ml ay
and col onial British architecture.

Openi ng the new enbassy buil ding, he said the task of the enmbassy and
its staff included i medi ately detecting "incipient changes in perceptions
and opinions so as to be able to correct themearly."

Dr Mahathir said as Washington was the seat of the nobst powerful
governnent, it was inportant for Malaysia to be able to gauge what effect
medi a reports had on the attitudes or perceptions of the decision-makers in
Washi ngt on.

"This places a great responsibility on the enbassy and its staff to
gather information for our government and to advi se us on what shoul d be
the appropriate action or reaction on our part," he said.

Dr Mahathir ended his three-day official visit to Washington at the
invitation of President George WBush, on Wdnesday. The two | eaders net on
Tuesday to discuss terrorism the problens in Wst Asia and bilatera
i ssues.

The Prime Mnister also held talks with menbers of the Bush
Admi ni stration during his stay at the historic Blair House and they
i ncluded US Vi ce-President Richard Cheney, National Security Adviser,
Condol eeza Rice, US Trade Representative Robert Zoellick, Defence Secretary
Donal d Runsfel d and Federal Reserve Board Chai rman, Al an Greenspan.
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