21 AUG 2002
Yen Yen- Merdeka
PRI VATE SECTOR TO PROMOTE 45TH MERDEKA DAY CELEBRATI ONS

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 21 (Bernama) -- The private sector will conpl enent
and add glitter to official progranmmes to nmark the 45t h Merdeka Day and
Mer deka Eve cel ebrations here.

Deputy M nister for Culture, Arts and Tourism Datuk Dr Ng Yen Yen said
the private sector woul d organi se various activities in Petaling Street,

Bi nt ang VWl k, Sunway Lagoon, The M nes Resort City and Genting Wrld
Resort.

The attractions at Merdeka Square on Aug 30 will include the countdown
to 12 m dni ght seven shouts of ~Merdeka', hoisting the "Jalur Gemlang',
singi ng of national anthem - Negaraku, Kerananmu Ml aysi a and Jal ur Gemil ang
besi des ot her events.

"At Merdeka Square there will al so be presentations fromthe 50s," she
told a press conference on 2002 Merdeka Eve programre here today.

Besi des that Dr Ng sai d peopl e who could not participate in the
of ficial Merdeka Day programmes shoul d have their own cel ebrations at
villages, housing estates or within the famly.

"W hope such cel ebrations will strengthen ties and unity anong t he
peopl e especi al | y anong nei ghbours of various races," she said.

Meanwhi | e, residential schools nati onwi de too have been urged to join
inthe celebrations to strengthen patrioti smand appreciation for
i ndependence anong t he younger generati on.

Dr Ng Yen Yen said the Education M nistry supported the decision and
had i nstructed the schools to draw up their Merdeka Day progranmes.

"These school s coul d have vari ous programes, for instance a small
di nner while waiting for m dnight and then usher in Aug 31 and al so echo
t he shouts of "Merdeka' by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad
fromthe Merdeka Square, which could be followed fromthe live tel ecast,"
she sai d.

She sai d school principles and caretakers woul d have to play an
i mportant rol e in managi ng the event to i ncul cate patrioti smanong students
and to enabl e the younger generation to appreciate i ndependence.
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