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By: Siti Hawa O hnman

TOKYO, May 23 (Bernamm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s j ust-ended working visit to Japan was substantial for having
extracted Tokyo's support for the Asean plus three (Asean+3) secretariat to
be set up in Ml aysia.

The secretariat would be a prelude to the formati on of the East Asian
Econom ¢ G oupi ng ( EAEG) .

The EAEG s potential nenbers who include the 10 Asean nenbers as wel |
as Chi na, Japan and South Korea woul d be a cul mination of Kuala Lunpur's
perseverance in having a platformfor East Asia to discuss conmpn issues.

It is heartwarming therefore to be assured of Japan's support in
regional initiatives such as the Asean+3, the EAEG as well as efforts to
take bilateral ties to a significantly higher plane.

Havi ng enbraced the Look East Policy for the past 20 years, Ml aysia
continues to enjoy a strong partnership with Japan as evi denced by the
substantial ground covered during Dr Mahathir's visit.

At the end of the three-day visit which included a neeting with his
counterpart, Junichiro Koizum, Tokyo gave Mal aysia a warm and genui ne
assurance that it would continue to assist its long-tine friend.

Parlianmentarians fromthe Japan- Mal aysi a Parlianmentarians' Friendship
League who net Dr Mahathir echoed simlar sentinents.

Dr Mahathir was on a working visit to Japan from May 20-22.

H s packed schedul e here included a keynote address at a conference and
ot her private nmeetings which brought up i ssues on broadeni ng regi ona
perspectives such as East Asia's econon c devel opnent, the energence of
Chi na as an econom ¢ superpower, as well as bilateral issues involving soft
| oans and assi stance in scientific and technol ogi cal devel opnment.

Dr Mahathir's visit was given wi de coverage in the local nedia and the
Japan Tines daily dated May 23 reported that Koizunmi, Dr Mahathir and the
Phi | i ppi nes president, d oria Macapagal Arroyo, as having agreed to address
i ssues pertaining to East Asian devel opnment.

Quoti ng Japanese governnment officials, the daily said all three | eaders
had agreed to hold a cabinet-level nmeeting in Tokyo this sunmer to discuss
East Asi an devel opnent as part of broad cooperative neasures between Japan
and Sout heast Asi a.

The so-call ed East Asia developnent initiative is a forumto discuss
overal | devel opnent policies for the region and to cooperate in hel ping
| ess-devel oped countri es.

Koi zum pitched the idea during his visit to five Southeast Asian
nations in January, the daily added.

As for the Ni kkei Conference, which focused on China, Dr Mhathir
recei ved t hunder ous appl ause before and after his keynote address on "Chi na
- A Chal l enge or an Qpportunity for Asean?"

The noderator Hirotsugu Koi ke, senior editor/foreign news Editor of
Ni kkei said a fanous | eader needed no introduction and dubbed Dr Mhathir
as "The Opinion Leader of Asia" and "The Opinion | eader of the 3rd World"
to the appl ause of the audi ence.

In his speech, the Prime Mnister deliberated on both the chall enges
and opportunities brought about by China and that it should be treated as
an econom ¢ superpower and not as an eneny that could flex its mlitary
muscl e.

The questi on-and-answer session that followed his speech saw an



i npressed Japanese student who had studied in Malaysia calling Dr Mahathir
a great |eader.

He had asked for Dr Mahathir's coments on the di sadvant ages of
frequent changes to the | eadership in a particular country.

To this, the Prime Mnister said, "If ny termof office is tw years,
you may not know nme."

Havi ng been long there, he said, he was able to nake corrections, nake
pl ans and produce results.

He said one should try to give a | east abl e person a chance to have a
go.

"If you stop him in the first year when he is trying to learn his job
or in the second when he starts planning or he's out in the third, then you
don't know if he's good or bad,"” the Prinme Mnister said.

The bilateral issues brought up during this visit also covered soft
| oans, for which Japan was currently conducting an environnental assessnent
for a project to supply water from Pahang to Sel angor

The Prime Mnister's keen interest in technology and the need to see
the country progress in this field, saw hi mengaged i n di scussi ons on the
concept of "bio-valley" with Dr Kisho Kurohawa, (the architect for the
KLI A) along with other academi cs fromvarious universities.

The "bio-valley," a long-termproject, would involve the setting up of
research units and needed the expertise of Japanese scientists to train
Mal aysia's own scientists.

Anot her sharing area on technology with Japan was in the construction
of "Puteri Intan Satu," a Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG tanker owned by the
Mal aysi an I nternational Shipping Corporation Bhd (M SC) at the Koyagi plant
of M tsubishi Heavy Industries Ltd (MHl) Nagasaki shipyard.

It was reported that their first tanker, out of six ordered by M SC,
had 30 per cent Ml aysi an content.

This is in the formof the vessel's cargo tanker insul ation boxes
manufactured in Nilai, Negeri Senbilan, which are specialised conponents of
t he LNG t anks.

Dr Mahathir said although this constituted a small percentage of the
total content of the tanker, the experience gained fromthis project would
bring about far reaching benefits for Mal aysia, especially in encouragi ng
| ocal devel oprment capabiliti es.

Li ke nost of his previous trips abroad, the trip to Japan has and woul d
continue to bring about tangi ble and nmutually rewardi ng benefits for both
Mal aysi a and Japan
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