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DRB- H COM sees good results from PC venture

Zurai m Abdul | ah

DRB- H COM Bhd' s venture into the production and trading of affordable yet
high quality personal computers (PCs) will help partly offset the |osses
of its services division, with positive results expected in the very

i medi ate term analysts said.

The services division dragged down the group's net profit of RML77
mllion in the year ended March 31 2002, analysts at Mayban Securities Sdn
Bhd said, noting that the division made pre-tax | osses of RM7 mllion and
RW6 million in the financial years 2002 and 2001, respectively.

Recently set up DRB-H COM I nformation Technol ogi es Sdn Bhd (DH I nfo),
toget her wi th H COM Conmuni cati on Sdn Bhd, can hel p cushion the overal
| osses of the group's services division, said a |ocal analyst who tracks
DRB- H COM

"Significant positive results fromthe new foray could be seen in one or
two years," the analyst said, noting that DRB-H COM s i nformati on
technol ogy division had already churned out RM2 million in pre-tax profit
in the last financial year

DRB-HI COM and DH Info will start selling Linux-based PCs costing |ess
than RV2, 000 fromtonmorrow after the computer's launch by Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today. The Prine Mnister is also expected to announce
the exact price and other details, such as | oan schenes.

"Wth a full package of computing solutions for |ess than RWV2, 000 each
whi ch consuners can pay for at |less than RVvbO a nonth, the PCis going to
be a hit and DRB-H COM can expect to generate good revenues," said another
anal yst .

DRB-H COM has said that while its core interest renmains in autonotive
manuf acturing and distribution as well as property devel opnent and
construction, the IT division will be devel oped to becone an integral part
of the overall activities.

Dat uk Yatina Yahya, DH Info chairman and DRB- H COM seni or group
director, said it intends to deliver a conpetitively-priced information
technol ogy product to reach all levels of people, specifically the low to
medi um i ncome groups, governnent staff and students.

She said DH Info is revol utionising the concept of conmputing with a
custom sed Linux operating systemlinked to practical applications that
woul d elimnate piracy while saving on forei gn exchange.

"The custom sed software will al so adopt a Bahasa Mal aysia interface,"”
Yatina said at the signing of a strategic alliance with Tel ekom Mal aysia's
whol | y-owned TM Net Sdn Bhd to provide pre-installed Internet access
recently.

DH Info is discussing with three financial institutions the option of
attractive | oan packages with easy repaynent schenmes of |ess than RVbO a
nmont h, which can be deducted fromthe purchaser's salary.
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