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Mahat hir-Swi t zer| and
DR MAHATHI R ARRI VES | N SW TZERLAND FOR OFFICI AL VISI T

By: Mohd Fi sol Jaafar

ZURI CH, June 9 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad arrived on a
breezy, cool summer afternoon in Zurich Sunday to begin his first,
three-day official visit, to Switzerl and.

Like all his visits abroad, the prime mnister's tour-of-duty to this
skiers' mecca, which is also fanobus for its chocol ates and | uxuri ous
ti mepi eces, is arranged to strengthen diplomatic ties and to enhance
cultural and econom c rel ati ons between the two nati ons.

Switzerland, the host to the United Nations in Geneva and vari ous
i nternational organi sations, had pl ayed instrunental rolesininternational
fora especially in defusing tensions at some hotspots in the world.

It is also hone to a nunber of financial majors in the world |ike
Credit Suisse and UBS, to nane a few.

Dr Mahathir flewin fromRonme where he net Pope John Paul Il at the
Vatican City on Friday, the first by a Malaysian prinme mnister, during
whi ch they di scussed i ssues of nutual concern such as terrorism
Pal estine-lsrael conflict and the inter-cultural dial ogue between |Islamand
Christianity.

Fromthe airport, Dr Mahathir and his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohd Ali, were escorted to the Dol der Grand Hotel set in the pine woods of
Zurich Mountain, on the west side of the Linmat Ri ver, offering a panoramc
view of the city and across Lake Zurich as far as the mai n Al pi ne ridge.

Dr Mahathir started his hectic schedule in Switzerland with a neeting
and reception with sone 300-strong Mal aysian comunity in Zurich in the
evening, foll owed by a private dinner neeting with key executives of Sw ss
banki ng gi ant UBS AG hosted by its chairman, Marcel Gspel.

On Monday, he will visit Sauber Petronas facility in Hnwll, about an
hour drive from here.

Petronas' partnership with Sauber, a Swi ss autonotive engi neeri ng
t echnol ogy conpany, is not nmerely an i nage and brandi ng exerci se for the
nati onal oil corporation, but nore inportantly serves as an effective
platformfor the pronotion of research and devel opnent as well as the
nurturing of indigenous technol ogy capabilitiesinthe field of autonotive
engi neering within Petronas.

Petronas' partnership with Red Bull Sauber Hol dings in the Fornula 1,
for instance, has led to the formation of a joint-venture entity known as
Sauber Petronas Engi neering AG whichw |l fulfil the engi neering needs of
the Red Bull Sauber Petronas F1 Team providi ng meani ngful contributions to
the teamand creati ng added val ue to Petronas' sponsorship of the team

The partnership is al so ai mred at enhanci ng Petronas' know edge base and
expertise in engines, fuel and | ubricant conposite technol ogy.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so Finance Mnister, later |eaves Hnwill for the
Swi ss capital Berne where he is schedul ed to have a restricted neeting with
Kaspar Villiger, President of the Swiss Federation-cum Fi nance M ni ster.

This would be followed by a bilateral del egation neeting. Both | eaders
are expected to exchange vi ews on bil ateral, regi onal and i nternati onal
i ssues of mutual interest.

Dr Mahathir is expected to share his and Kual a Lunmpur's vi ews on
terrorismapart fromdi scussing matters relating to gl obalisation, the
world financial architecture, trade and fi nance and banki ng.

Acconmpanying the prinme minister inthe talks are International Trade
and I ndustry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Azi z, Bank Negara Governor Tan Sri



Dr Zeti Akhtar Aziz, Finance Mnistry Secretary-Ceneral Tan Sri Shanmsuddi n
H t amand Mal aysi an Anbassador to Switzerl and Dat uk Abdul Kadir Deen.

After the neeting, Dr Mahathir will return to Zurich to grace a
Mal aysi an I ndustrial Devel opment Authority's (M DA) reception for the Sw ss
private sector where he woul d deliver a keynote address titled "Enhanci ng
Mal aysi a- Swi t zer| and Econoni ¢ Rel ation.”

He woul d | ater attend a private dinner hosted by Credit Suisse Chi ef
Executive O ficer Lukas Mihl emann.

The next norning, the prime minister | eaves for Geneva to address the
90t h Sessi on of the International Labour Organisation (1LO conference.

He departs Geneva for nei ghbouring Luxenbourg in the eveni ng, endi ng
his visit to Switzerland and to start a two-day official visit to
Luxenbour g, yet anot her European financial hub.
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