01 MAR 2002

DR MAHATHI R PROPOSED AS NATI ONAL ULAMA COUNCI L CHAI RVAN

KUALA LUMPUR, March 1 (Bernama) -- The Ml aysian Islanic M ssionary
Foundation (Yadi m today proposed that Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad be made chairman of the National U ama Consul tative
Council (U ama Council) to be set up by the governnent.

Yadi m deputy president Abdul Manaf Ahnmad said this was to enable the
head of the government hinself to listen to the views of the ulamas and
participate in the discussions on the pros and cons of certain issues from
the aspects of religion, worldly expertise and politics.

"If this suggestion is inplenmented, then there will not arise any
doubts or allegations that the government is now separating religion from
the country's admnistration,"” he said in a statenent here.

He said nenbers of the U ama Council should conprise intellectuals and
academ cians in the various fields such as religion, sociology.
agriculture, nedicine, science and technol ogy, aerospace and so on.
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