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DR MAHATHI R TO SHARE VI EWPO NTS W TH US CONGRESSMEN

By: E. Sivabal an

WASHI NGTON, May 11 (Bernama) -- Menbers of the United States Congress
will get to share viewpoints with Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad at the
hi storic launch of the Mal aysia Trade, Security and Econoni c Caucus, here,
Tuesday.

The prime mnister, who will be making a four-day official visit to the
United States begi nning Monday, is scheduled to host a | uncheon for the
Congressnen after the launch at the Speakers's Di ni ng Roomof the Capitol,
t he base of the Anerican power elite.

The luncheon talk will be the inaugural event of the caucus, a newy
forned Congressional nmenber organisation ained at pronoting US- Ml aysi a
ties.

Co-chai rmen of the caucus, Congressnmen Pete Sessions and G egory W
Meeks, in a letter inviting menbers of the Congress to the caucus' |aunch,
prai sed Dr Mahathir as "a man of unique vision and political experience"

Descri bing Mal aysia as a noderate Muslimnation, they paid tribute to
Dr Mahathir's |eadership in forging a stable, multiracial, multi-ethnic and
mul tireligious society.

Dr Mahathir, they said, had been the driving force behind Ml aysia's
"wel | -docunent ed 30-year record of economic growth and devel opnent".

This success was due largely to the country's approach to economc
devel oprent, they said.

In the letter, the congressnen said Mal aysia's success in transformn ng
its econony was best exenplified by its Miultinmedia Super Corridor (MC),
dubbed the Silicon Valley of East Asia.

"The MSC, hone to nany of the world's |eading high-tech conpani es and
other projects and initiatives, is the tangible result of Prinme M nister
Mahat hir's concerted efforts to firnmy establish Malaysia as a conpetitive
force in the gl obal econony,” they said.

They said that today, Malaysia is the US 18th | argest export nmarket in
the world and a gateway for the Anerican business comunity to conmpete in
Asi a.

The US exported nearly US$11 billion in goods and services to Ml aysi a
in 2001. Malaysia is also home to US$6 billion in direct investment by US
conpani es.

The congressnen said the visit marked Dr Mahathir's first visit to the
Capitol in nearly a decade

They said the prine mnister was | ooking forward to di scussing issues
pertinent to Malaysia and the US, including security concerns, conmerci al
relations and the strengthening of bilateral relations between the two
countri es.

They sai d US-Mal aysia rel ations had achi eved greater significance
following the events of Sept 11

"As you are aware, Ml aysia has been a partner in the war on terrorism
Mal aysi an security forces have arrested 60 nilitants suspected of
i nvolvenent in terrorist activities," the congressmen added.
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