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DR MAHATH R S VI EWs ON | SLAM ALWAYS CONSI STENT

MELAKA, April 23 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad had al ways
voi ced his views on Islamand the issues facing the community fromthe
start of his political career and his views have been consistent, Chairman
of the National Fatwa Committee, Datuk Dr Ismail |brahimsaid today.

He said at the national and international |evels, the Prime Mnister
had frequently voiced his concern over elenents that created di sunity anong
Musl i ms, and their |agging behind in know edge, econony, and their
declining nmoral s anong ot hers.

Dr Mahat hir had al so expressed concern over the plight of wealthy
I slam ¢ nations whi ch had abundant resources such as oil but coul d not
utilise their wealth effectively to strengthen unity and gl obal performance
of the Muslimcomunity, he said when presenting a paper on "Thoughts on
I slanf’ at the Col |l oquiumon Dr Mahat hir Mhanad's Thoughts hel d here.

He said for exanple the formati on of the Malaysian Institute of Islamic
Understanding (IKIM in 1991 was the Prinme Mnister's idea ained at
pronoting the gl obal and universal agenda of |slanm ¢ understanding for both
Musl i ms and non- Musl i ms.

Dr Mahathir, he said viewed |slamas a conprehensive systemfor the
progress of the Muslins in various fields of know edge, science and
technol ogy, econony, politics, social and others, unlike some Mislim groups
that viewed Islamonly as a ritual affecting a snmall part of their |ives.

Dr Ismail said the recognition by international bodies towards Dr
Mahat hir's views was apparent at global forums such as the United Nations,
the Organisation of Islamc Countries (O C) and the Group of Ei ght Mislim
Devel opi ng Countries neeting where the Prime M nister expressed consi stent
views on the Muslimworld.

Meanwhi |l e during a media briefing Dr Ismail called on Islanic scholars
involved in politics to be cautious when issuing any statenments to avoid
bei ng i nfl uenced by personal interest and confusing the conmunity.

He said these schol ars shoul d be responsible in dissem nating religious
know edge and not use religion for their own political ends.

"W observe now a trend anong the people to seek know edge from
political Islamc scholars, as such these scholars should be responsible in
di ssem nati ng know edge, " he said.

He said if the Islam c scholars issued political statenents that
confused the conmunity, it would i nduce the people to becone fanatica
supporters whilst inreality Islamencouraged noderation in all actions.

Dr Ismail, who is forner IKIMD rector-General also called for nore
intellectual foruns to enhance |slam c knowl edge anong the younger
generation to avoid themfrombeing influenced by political statenents.

He al so voi ced concern that political elements had seeped into the
education system at preschool, secondary school and tertiary |evels.

"Educational institutions should not be influenced by politics but
shoul d be devel oped based on knowl edge and intellect," he said.
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