22 APR 2002
Zahi r-Mahat hi r
DR MAHATHI R, DESCRI BED AS A LEADER AHEAD OF H' S TI ME

MELAKA, April 22 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad is a
| eader with ideas ahead of his time that nmany have difficulty follow ng
hi m said Dewan Rakyat Speaker Tun Mhaned Zahir Ismail.

He cited as an exanple the idea of setting up a Mul ti medi a Super
Corridor (MSC).

The MSC even gai ned the backing of Mcrosoft Corporation chairman and
chi ef executive Bill Gates who gave his commtnent to invest in the
proj ect, he said when opening a colloquimon the Thoughts and | deas of Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad here today.

He said Dr Mahathir had contributed ideas to the devel opnment of the
country even before beconi ng a menber of the governent through his witings
in maj or newspapers such as The Straits Tinmes and Utusan Mel ayu bet ween
1946 and 1950.

"H's book the "The Malay Dilemm' is debated to this day," he said.

Mohaned Zahir said that as envisioned in his poem"Mel ayu Miudah Lupa",
Dr Mahathir | ooked forward to a bright future for the Mal ays, as
progressi ve and advanced as ot her races.

He said that due to Dr Mahathir's untiring efforts, Ml aysia was seen
as a special country so nuch so two worl d | eaders president George W Bush
and Britain Prime Mnister Tony Blair sought Dr Mahathir's views on the
crisis in Afghani stan.

He was al so appoi nted by the Organisation of |Islamc Conference (O Q)
to be their spokesman to present their views to Bush on the probl em of
international terrorism

"Not many heads of state have been accorded such honour by Bush and
Blair. Al though many still belittle his contributions, sone even refusing
to acknow edge hi s achi evenents, it never weakens Dr Mahathir's spirit," he
sai d.

Mohaned Zahir said Mal aysia gained world' s recognition due to Dr
Mahat hir's wi se | eader shi p.

He said Dr Mahathir's ideas covered various fields fromeconony to
politics, science and technol ogy, Islam the Ml ays, wonen and famly
devel opnent, education and Vi sion 2020.
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