06 JUL 2002
Mahat hi r - Successor
DR M G VES WORD OF CONFI DENCE TO HI S SUCCESSOR

By: Zulkefli Salleh

BANCKOK, July 6 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad t oday expressed confidence to an international audi ence that his
successor, Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi , has the capacity to push
Mal aysi a ahead.

Less than a week after throw ng open support for his successor, Dr
Mahat hir told a busi ness | uncheon here that his deputy had the sane
capacity as himto | ead Mal aysi a successfully.

He said this when asked by a foreign journalist whether Abdul |l ah, whom
he had endorsed as his successor | ast week, woul d be able to provide the
| eadership of the sane calibre that he had shown.

"You nust understand that in Malaysia it is not the individual really,
it is the policy," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said since Mal aysi a achi eved i ndependence, it had been very
consi stent in her policies.

"W have never been anti-business, we have al ways been
busi ness-friendly. At the time when nost newl y i ndependent countries were
nati onal i si ng foreign hol di ngs we went the other way, we invited nore
foreigners to cone and hel p with our econony," he said.

Dr Mahat hir expl ai ned that Mal aysi a had acquired forei gn-owned est ates
and mi nes through buying themat the normal prices at the stock market.

"So, these policies are sonethi ng espoused by the party (Umo) and not
the individual," he said.

Fromthe time of the first prime mnister until now, Dr Mahathir said,
what he had been instrunmental in was "nerely to give the push.”

"And I'mquite sure my successor has the sane capacity,"” he added.

Dr Mahat hi r, who had announced he woul d be steppi ng down i n Oct ober
next year, still drewthe awe fromhis audi ence who fielded 11 questions
rangi ng frominternational issues, his "sharp-tongue" and his secrets of
stayi ng energetic and healthy even at 76.

To a question whether he would remai n vocal upon retirenment, he said,
as prime mnister he had to be careful about what he was going to say but
he woul d be at liberty to "lash out nore nasty words" when he retires.

Gving atip on howto stay young, Dr Mahathir said he visited work
sites nmore often than anybody el se because he |i ked to see things "grow' as
t hey gave hima sense of satisfaction.
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