21/ 10/ 2002
Deci sion rests with Cabinet (HL)

Ri dzwan Abdul | ah; Jason Cerald

KUANTAN, Sun. - The Cabinet will decide on the Governnment's proposal to
teach Science and Mathematics in English in primary schools next year,
Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi said today.

He said Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad had arrived at the proposal after
extensi ve consultation with various quarters.

The Prime Mnister, he said, had been considering the matter for a | ong
time, holding extensive consultation with political parties, groups
i nvol ved in the educational sector, non-governnental organisations and
intellectuals.

"Dr Mahathir has said that as the head of Governnment, he doesn't want
the country to | ose out when a decision is nade later," he said after
openi ng the Pahang Bari san Nasi onal convention here.

He said Dr Mahathir had often enphasi sed that the decision had to take
into account the future of the students.

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahat hir had never held such consultations, except when
the country was facing the econom ¢ downturn in 1997.

He said the BN suprene council neeting on Tuesday woul d di scuss
reservati ons anong conponent parties on the matter, with the Cabi net
maki ng the final decision.

He said a final decision had not been nmade on the matter as di scussions
were still on-going.

"At this point in time, | believe discussions on the matter are not
over. A final decision on the proposal nust be nmade in the Cabinet as it
is a government policy."

Commenting on the MCA central comrttee's unani nous decision to oppose
the Governnent's proposal on the matter, Abdullah said differences in
opi nion could be resolved at the BN neeting and in the Cabinet.

Noting that the MCA's stand on the matter was made at the party |evel,
he sai d any decision on governnment policy had to go through the Cabinet.

"Eventual ly, the Cabinet will nake a decision," he added.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik was reported to have told the
CC neeting on Friday that he was in favour of promoting English
proficiency anong students.

However, it is understood Dr Ling had said this should not be done by
usi ng English as a medium of instruction, except in the teaching of the
| anguage itself.

Dr Ling al so proposed that the use of English to teach Science and
Mat hemati cs should start only in secondary schools.

Abdul | ah sai d any deci sion nmade after consultation and brai nstorm ng
wi th various groups nmust be accepted as it would be a consensus deci sion.

Drawi ng a parallel between Dr Mahathir's advocacy of the initiative to
the way in which the econom c downturn was tackled, he said:

"At that time, our approach initially created doubts and drew criticism
fromthe international community. It eventually proved to be effective.”

Al so present were Menteri Besar and State Barisan Nasional chairman
Dat uk Adnan Yaakob, BN secretary-general Tan Sri Mhanmed Rahmat, Umo
secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob, Umo vice-president Datuk Seri
Naj i b Tun Razak and Paya Besar MP Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man.

O hers were State MCA chai rman Dat uk Chan Kong Choy, State M C chairman
Dat uk R Sinnat hanmby, State Gerakan chai rman Chia Kwang Chye, State PPP
chairman S. Subrayan and Pahang BN | eaders and nenbers.
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