03 JUN 2002
Mahat hi r - Budget
DR MAHATHI R WANTS VOLUNTARY BODI ES TO HELP CHECK SOCI AL PROBLEMS

PUTRAJAYA, June 3 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today vol untary bodi es and soci al organisations shoul d assi st
the governnment's efforts in checking both social problens and crine.

He said these groups should, in tandemw th the government, strive to
resolve the problens faced by the comunity to inprove quality of life and
the wel |l -bei ng of the people.

"VWile we are experiencing inprovenents in the quality of life, we also
need to address current social issues," he said at the Budget 2003 di al ogue
attended by representatives of non-governnental organisations (NG3s) and
soci al bodi es here today.

Dr Mahathir said several social problens had nmade the headlines in the
mass nmedia lately and stressed that incidence of incest, drug abuse, sexua
harassnent and rape needed to be checked to prevent themfromturning
"cancerous" in the comunity.

"Crimnal cases such as militant novenents and terrorismshould al so be
addressed to ensure security and stability of the country. | hope voluntary
bodi es and social organisations will use their allocations and facilities
provi ded by the governnment in an efficient and effective manner," he said.

Dr Mahathir said in this respect they required to get cooperation of
the private sector to organi se social and conmunity programes effectively.

Anot her issue that required attention was the probl emof retrenchnent
of workers and unenpl oynent particularly anong graduates foll ow ng weak
growth in the gl obal econony.

"The maj or cause of this problemis the m smatch between the graduates
produced by institutions of higher |earning and the nanpower needs of the
i ndustrial sector,"” he said.

To address the issue, the prinme mnister said several programes and
skills training were being inplenented by governnent agencies.

He said the governnent had al ways been sensitive towards the need to
i nprove the well -being of the people especially the | ower inconme and the
| ess-privel eged groups.

Dr Mahat hir said under the Five Year Devel opnent Programre the
governnent had provided an increasingly bigger allocation for soci al
devel opnent programmes.

The Budget 2002 had al | ocated RVM35.4 billion or 35.2 per cent of the
total budget for programmes rel ated to education, health, housing as well
as social welfare and services.

"To inprove the standard of living of the rural community and to
upgrade their facilities, the governnment had provided the |argest
al l ocation of RVb.34 billion towards progranmmes related to agricul ture,
| and devel opnment, and village and community devel opnment," he sai d.

The government, he said, also enphasi sed on health, fam |y devel opnent
and rural education.

Such programes, already inplenented by the governnment, had succeeded
ininmproving the people's quality of |ife, he added.
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