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DEFI CI T BUDGET NOT SI GN OF GOVT' S WEAKNESS, DEWAN RAKYAT TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 30 (Bernama) -- A backbencher told the Dewan Rakyat
sitting here today that the Budget 2003, despite being a deficit budget,
was desi gned to boost the country's econom ¢ growt h.

This was not a sign of the governnent's weakness, said Datuk Dr
Jamal uddi n Mohd Jarjis (BN-Ronpin), adding that if such a budget was not
fornul ated, the country's econom ¢ grow h woul d not be as robust as
expect ed.

"Firmfundnmental s will generate stronger econony, enabling the
government to devel op the society,"” he sai d when debating t he Budget 2003.
Jamal uddi n was replying to Mohd Apandi Mhamad ( PAS-Jeli) who had
earlier questioned the effectiveness of deficit budgets which the

government had tabl ed for six consecutive years.

Mohd Apandi had al so quoted the statenment by United States' Federal
Reserve Chai rman Al an Greenspan that deficit budgets shoul d not be
practised for nore than three years as this indicated that a governnent was
not able to fornul ate a healthy bal ance sheet for its country.

Jamal uddi n sai d many countries in the world had began using deficit
budgets and the United States itself was expected to i ntroduce a simlar
budget .

He said the nation's econonic fundanentals were strong and this
i ncl uded trade surplus recorded for 57 consecutive nonths, nininmal foreign
borrowi ngs and nost of the | oans made were donesti c.

Jamal uddin al so said the country's econonic recovery could be observed
as noving in tandemw th the governnent's regai ni ng of support fromthe
Mal ays.

"This was evident with Barisan Nasional's (BN) victory in by-el ections
lately," he said.

He said the Mal ays were now aware and confident of the efforts carried
out by the government under the | eadership of Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

Meanwhi | e Dat uk Zul hasnan Rafi que ( BN-Wangsa Maj u) asked Wsna Putra
whet her there was any protocol inposed by the United States authorities on
| eaders of other nations who visited the country.

He cited the incident where Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahrmad Badawi had to undergo various hassl es at the Los Angel es Airport when
he was | eaving for New York to deliver a speech at the United Nations
General Assenbly recently.

Zul hasnan sai d he | earnt that Abdullah had to undergo detail ed
i nspections by the United States authorities i ke having to renove his
shoes and belt despite having a diplomatic passport.

"I want clarification fromthe Foreign M nistry whet her such
i nspections were al so i nposed on ot her heads of countries," he said.

Datuk Dr Hassan Ali (PAS-Parit Buntar) denied that he i ssued words
nmeant to belittle the Javanese comunity and their | anguage, as clai med by
several governnent backbenchers and the nedi a.

He admi tted having rai sed fears that the Mal ay | anguage woul d di mi ni sh
as a | anguage used to master know edge, as what had happened to Sanskrit
and Javanese | anguages foll owi ng t he governnment's deci sion to use English
as the nedi umof teaching for sci ence and mat hemati c subj ects in school s.

Dr Hassan said he had never uttered words neant to derogate the
Javanese peopl e and | anguage as he was nerely highlighting the need to



saf equard the interest of the Ml ays.

During a debate on the use of English as the nmedi umof teaching for
sci ence and nmat hemati ¢ subj ects, at the Dewan Rakyat sitting | ast week,
several backbenchers clained that Dr Hassan had nentioned that the Javanese
| anguage had plunged to the "bahasa pasar" |evel.

This drew flak fromsonme quarters who said that the PAS MP was trying
to belittle the Javanese comunity.

Meanwhi | e Kerk Ki m Hock (DAP-Kota Mel aka) called for measures to
attract nmore Foreign Direct Investnents (FDIs) into the country after a
Uni ted States-based FDI Confidence I ndex showed t hat Ml aysi a had dr opped
out fromits list of top 25 countries.

He said Mal aysia, previously ranked 22nd in the i ndex, should be aware
that international trade no | onger focused on | ow production costs al one
but al so on huge nmarket |ike that of China's.

Kerk sai d China was now focusi ng on technol ogy as well as
| abour-intensive industries inits efforts to bring in the FDIs.

He al so urged the Home M nistry to clarify whether the sunmpnses i ssued
by t he police under Section 115 of the Road Traffic Act were valid or the
ot herw se.

Kerk said if the sutmonses were invalid, those who had paid the fines
must be refunded.

Dat uk Suhaili Abdul Rahman (BN Labuan) urged the government to review
t he costs of housing projects for the hardcore poor (PPRT) to streamine it
wi th current needs.

He sai d t he anbunt needed to build a PPRT house was RML1, 000 and after
taking i nto account the costs needed for water and power supply connecti on
as well as contractor's fees, the anount | eft woul d be only around RV, 000.

"I'magi ne a house built with this anbunt (of noney). Maybe it is
slightly better than a chicken coop," he said.

Inline with the government's plan to turn Labuan into an international
shi ppi ng hub, Suhaili called for the setting up of Labuan | nternati onal
Nauti cal School and Labuan Maritime Authority.

Zawawi Ahnmad (PAS- Padang Terap) called for the Education Mnistry to
take "concrete" neasures to overcone t he shortage of English | anguage
teachers in schools, a probl emwhich he said had existed for along tine.

He al so urged the ministry to provi de enough teaching aids especially
for schools in rural areas.

"This problem (English teachers' shortage) have yet to be sol ved
despite being repeatedly highlighted and nowthe teachers are being
bur dened by t he teachi ng of Mathenati c and Sci ence i n English,” he said.

He said the main reason why rural students were |left behind in the
Engl i sh, mathenati c and sci ence subj ects was due to | ack of teachers and
t eachi ng gears and not due to poor intelligence.

The House resunes its sitting tonorrow.
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