13 SEP 2002
Mahat hi r - Reason
DR MAHATHI R EXPLAI NS REASON FOR NOT SEEKI NG RE- ELECTI ON

BUKI T KAYU H TAM Sept 13 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said today that his intention not to seek re-election in
the next general election is because he wants to retire "cleanly".

"I want toretire cleanly and not be involved in anything after ny
retirement," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that he had not conveyed his intention to the Umo
Suprene Council .

He was speaking at a nedi a conference after opening the Asian Conposite
Manuf acturing Sdn Bhd pl ant here.

"Suprene Council (nmenbers) have to step down sonetines. | can't be here
forever," he said.

The Prinme Mnister said that his role would be to conti nue canpai gni ng
"very hard" for the Barisan Nasional (BN) all over the country in the next
general el ection.

Dr Mahat hir, who has been Menber of Parlianment for Kubang Pasu since
1974, announced t hat he woul d not contest in the next general election at a
function in Alor Setar earlier today.

The Prime M nister was al so asked to comment on a police report | odged
on Wednesday by Puteri Umo nmenber Zalilah alias Elly Yusof agai nst Puteri
Umo pro temchi ef Azalina O hnman Sai d over all eged ni sappropriation and
m smanagenent of properties and funds of the novenent.

To this, Dr Mahat hir said Umo nenbers shoul d refer any conplaints to
the party's Managenent Committee i nstead of | odging police reports.

"I think Puteri Umo (nmenbers) still don't understand this. They can
al ways refer to the Managenment Committee so that the committee can
i nvesti gate what ever conpl ai nts they have i ncl udi ng mal practices inthe
party," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that Umo itself does not want peopl e who
m sappropriated funds to be | eaders in the party.

Respondi ng to ot her questions, Dr Mahat hir said that he does not
bel i eve that PAS was getting stronger in Kedah.

"They won the by-el ection because they had cheated by shifting voters
fromother areas into the Anak Bukit state constituency.

"...If you take 2,000 voters whomthey have noved to t he Anak Buki t
area away, surely the Barisan Nasional woul d have won t he by-el ection,” he
sai d.

The Anak Bukit state and Pendang parliamentary by-elections in Kedah
were held in July follow ng the death of PAS president Datuk Fadzil Noor
who hel d both seats

The BN won the Pendang seat with a 283-vote majority but |ost in Anak
Bukit by 508 votes.

Dr Mahathir also said that anbiguities in voter registration which
armong ot hers enabl e voters to cast their ballots in another constituency
i nstead of the constituencies where they |live should be rectified.

"Sonebody is nmeddling with the voter registration process," he added.
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