07 OCT 2002

DEMOCRACY ALLOWS SMOOTH SUCCESSI ON | N LEADERSHI P, SAYS NAJI B

KUALA LUWPUR, COct 7 (Bernama) -- Denocracy allows for an orderly
| eader shi p succession as it gives the people the power to choose and change
their | eaders, Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said today.

"I'n a denocracy, the people have the power to el ect and change their
| eaders. This is, after all, the essence of denobcracy,"” he said.

For thoseinline, trueto Asian tradition, Najib said: "They nust
remai n patient, remain |l oyal to the | eadership, continue to pay deference
to the | eader and the political elders, to manage one's anbitions, and nost
of all, to exercise humlity".

Speaki ng on "Leadershi p and Succession" at the World Econoni ¢ Forum s
East Asian Summit here, he said in order toinstil public and investors'
confidence, successors shoul d denbnstrate a strong sense of stability,
continuity, reliance and consistency in policy.

Mal aysi a, he said had had a good record of political succession. Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad t ook over fromTun Hussein Onnin
t he cal nest environnment and in the near future, he woul d be succeeded in
t he same manner by hi s naned successor, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi ,
he sai d.

"Thi s has been the hal mark of Mal aysia's stability," added Najib.
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