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DR MMHATH R S VISIT TO MOROCCO, LI BYA, BAHRAI N W LL BENEFI T ALL

By: Khairdzir Yunus and Arshi Daud

KUALA LUMPUR, April 13 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia's current excellent
relations with Morocco, Libya and Bahrain will nmove to an even hi gher
plateau with the visit by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad to
the three countries next week.

The week-1ong tour, beginning on April 15 will boost Ml aysia's ties
with the three Islamc countries, said Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar

"The intention is to enhance bilateral relations and see what areas of
econom ¢ cooperation that can be strengthened with these countries," he
said recently.

Infact, it is atinely trip, with Mislinms around the world forging
closer ties in the aftermath of the Sept 11 attacks on the United States.

Dr Mahathir's visit to Morocco and Bahrain is to reciprocate that of
his counterparts to Malaysia while his trip to Libya is at the invitation
of its | eader, Muanmar Gaddafi .

Econoni c-wi se, Morocco offers the perfect |launch pad to enter the
Eur opean Uni on market given its close proximty to Spain, while Bahrain is
wel | positioned for Mal aysi an goods to penetrate the lucrative Wst Asian
mar ket .

As for Libya, apart fromthe notable presence of Petronas through a
concession in the Libyan-Tunisian border, a strong effort by Ml aysi an
conmpani es to take advantage of the United Nations lifting of its sanctions
in 1999 has yet to be fruitful

Apart fromneeting his counterparts, Dr Mahathir's trip would see him
addressing industrialists, intellectuals and politicians of the North
African states of Mdrocco and Libya and the Persian Gulf state of Bahrain.

In Libya, Dr Mahathir will pay a courtesy call on Gaddafi and neet with
hi s Li byan counterpart Mibarak Abdal |l ah Al - Shanmekh. He will al so address
t he Li byan busi ness conmunity at a business dinner in Tripoli, according to
a Wsnma Putra statenent issued today.

In Bahrain, the prime mnister will deliver a keynote address to
corporate and business | eaders on the thene "The Power of Knowl edge in the
New Era" at the 31st international Federation for Training and Devel opnent
(IFTDO) Worl d Conference.

Dr Mahathir will also preside at the ground breaking cerenmony for the
Mal aysi an Trade and Exhibition Centre in Manama and open the Petronas
Bahrain of fice.

He will al so witness the signing of a Menorandum of Understandi ng ( MOU)
bet ween the governnents of Mal aysia and Bahrain on technical assistance and
infrastructure and a joint venture agreenent between the private sectors of
both countri es.

Mor occan Anbassador to Mal aysia Dr Badre Eddine Allali said Dr
Mahathir's visit to his country reflected the strong will of the Ml aysian
Prime Mnister and that of Prinme M nister Abderrahmane Youssoufi of Mrroco
to strengthen econonmic and trade rel ati ons between the two countri es.

"Ml aysi a and Morocco have al ways enjoyed excellent relations at the
political level but we see that at the economic and trade levels a | ot has
to be done," he told Bernanma in an interview recently.

Allali said a nunber of agreenments on trade, econony, technical
cooperation, information conmunication technology and air services had been
seal ed "and nore agreenents are to be signed during this comng visit."



Wil e sone nmight feel that the great distance and differences in
| anguage between Ml aysia and the three countries can hanper a nore
productive rel ationship, there are ways to overcone this artificial
i mpedi ment .

While the official | anguage in Mdrocco, Libya and Bahrain is Arabic,
English is the commercial |anguage while the cost of travel can be
over cone.

As in the word of Anbassador Allali, "In the future, we're hoping to be
able to sign sone pacts in the field of maritinme transportation in order to
try to overcone the cost of travel."

In Morocco, Dr Mahathir would spend tinme with Mal aysi an students in an
informal gathering at the capital, Rabat.

Currently there are under 50 Mal aysi ans pursui ng higher studies in
Morocco in various fields such as linguistics and | aw.

"I nmust say that studying in Morocco will not cost very much because
the cost of living is not very high and Muslins will feel at hone being in
a friendly Islam c country," he added.

Noting a sinmilar nunber of Mroccans studying in Mal aysia, the
anbassador said that he hoped greater cooperation in this area could be
attai ned through exchange of acadeni cs.

An area which will certainly see sharing of know edge and experience is
agriculture.

Allali said, "A group of Mdroccans fromthe National Agrononic
Institute cane to Malaysia a fortnight ago to |learn from Ml aysia's
experience. Sinilarly, there is great interest anong Mal aysians to cone to
Morocco to | earn about the Mroccan experience.”

Besi des the rising nunber of Ml aysi an students, Mrocco has al so seen
an i ncreasi ng nunmber of Malaysian tourist arrivals partly due to a greater
interest in Islamc countries followi ng the Sept 11 attacks on the US and
its reaction to Muslimns.

Allali said that information gathered from sone Ml aysi an travel agents
reveal ed that their income from Ml aysians' visit to Morocco in the first
two nonths of this year had surpassed their whole income fromthis
destination | ast year.

But the nunber of tourists fromboth sides was still very low and this
could be further exploited, Alali said.

He al so hoped that the present contact between Petronas and Moroccan
oi | conpani es could be fornmalised into joint ventures during the visit.

Asi de fromboosting trade ties, Dr Mahathir's trip is expected to have
bearings on issues of interest to Islamc nations, particularly the
situation in Pal estine.

The Pal estine issue could certainly be anbng the topics to be discussed
between the | eaders, given the fact that the just-concluded special session
of the Islam ¢ Conference of Foreign Mnisters (ICFM on Terrorismin Kual a
Lunpur had nom nated Mal aysia to | ead the |CFM Conmittee on Terrorism

Wsma Putra said Mal aysia attached great inportance to this visit, as
it believed it would further strengthen and enhance bilateral relations and
econom ¢ cooperation between Mal aysia and all the three countries.
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