10/ 09/ 2002

PM Federal Court ruling against police shows i ndependence of judiciary

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The recent Federal Court ruling against the police is
a clear indication that the judiciary was i ndependent and free from any
sort of interferences, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said today.

He said that the court's decision, in favour of several |SA detai nees,
speaks volunes in deflecting unjustified and | opsi ded views about the
Mal aysi an j udi ci ary.

"Only |last week the authorities had lost their case in the pursuit of
security inplenentation under the Internal Security Act when the highest
court in the land decided to decide for the detainees.

"That deci sion speaks volumes in deflecting the hitherto unjustified and
| opsided view that the judiciary in this country has been subject to an
array of strident and biased comments from nmany a quarter.”

The Prime Mnister said this in his speech at the opening of the
Conf erence On Human Ri ghts and Education conference at the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre here

H s speech was delivered by Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent
Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatim

El aborati ng on what freedom and human rights actually stand for, Dr
Mahat hir sai d absolute freedom could not possibly be a reality as such a
liberty would only spell anarchy.

He said that unless limted restrictions were placed on certain rights,

t he people could abuse the rights and create noral degradations such as
killing the unborn and the young, stressing that in upholding their own
rights individuals nmust also respect the rights of others.

"The Western concept of rights differs fromthat of Asian countries.
VWil e the West places rights of the individuals before the interest of the
group or society, Asian culture places society above self.

"The Internal Security Act, which has been vehenently condemmed by the
West, is necessary to safeguard the nation's security and hence provide
protection for the vast mgjority,” Dr Mahathir said, adding that
Mal aysi ans need not be apologetic in their quest to uphold the rule of |aw
whil e holding a disciplined stand in security.

The Prime Mnister also highlighted the fact that certain countries,
whi l e vehenently preaching human rights, were unilaterally declaring war
agai nst others w thout any consideration for international |aw

This, he said, shows that the right of mght had replaced the right to
del i berate via accepted international norns.

"We nust thus be unafraid to say what is right for human rights in our
own country.

"Rights nmust al ways be seen in the |larger context of the quality of life
for the cormunity and not just pegged on the ideals of 1948 (The Universa
Decl arati on of Human Rights adopted in 1948), which even the United
Nati ons has not been able to effectively inplenment."

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia remained in the forefront in the |ine-up of
saf eguardi ng human rights based on its achievenments in the health-care,
education, human resources devel opment, wonen's and children's rights and
religious freedomand the eradication of poverty via a host of definite
Gover nnent policies.

"Ml aysia's healthcare, especially maternal and childcare, is anong the
best in the world.

"In 1999, the infant nortality rate was eight per 1,000 and for children



bet ween one and four years, the nortality rate is a nere 0.4 per cent.

"I'n August 2000, Mal aysia have al so been declared polio free."

The conference today was organi sed by the Ml aysian Human Ri ghts
Conmi ssi on ( Suhakam .

Al so present were Suhakam chairman Tan Sri Abu Talib O hman, |nspector-
Ceneral of Police Tan Sri Norian Mii, Suhakam commi ssioners and foreign
Governnent representatives.

Meanwhi |l e, Abu Talib said the Federal Court judgnment was a good sign for
the progress of human rights in the country.

Asked for his conmments on the much di scussed ruling, he said the verdict
shoul d serve as a lesson to the detaining authorities to act according to
the provisions of the [ aw and not abuse it.

"They shoul d take note of it and conply with whatever advice given in
t he judgenent.

"It (the ruling) ensures the protection of human rights, that you cannot
use the I aw for purposes which it is not intended for."
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