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Mahat hi r- Deportati on
DEPORTATI ON OF TERROR SUSPECT | N ACCORDANCE W TH LAW SAYS MAHATHI R

By: Ahmad Fuad Yahya

SUBANG JAYA, Cct 10 (Bernanmm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
t oday suspected Anerican terrorist Ahned | brahimBilal had to | eave
Mal aysi a because he did not have any valid travel docunent.

"We go according tothe law," the prinme mnister said. "In this country
the rule of law applies. If a person has no docunent he has to | eave the
country."

The prime mnister was asked to conment on the deportation of Ahmed
Ibrahimto the United States at a news conference after openi ng a sem nar
on "Learni ng FromKorea" and the Sunway Convention Centre here.

Ahned was turned over to US officials this norning by the Ml aysi an
pol i ce and he was pronptly renmoved fromthe country to return to the United
St at es.

The U. S. enbassy here, in a brief statenent to the nedi a, thanked the
Mal aysi an governnent for the handi ng over of Ahned | brahim

The enbassy statenent reads: "Ahnmed | brahimBilal was turned over to
U S. officials this norning by the Royal Ml aysia Police and was pronptly
renoved fromthe country toreturnto the United States.

"W are extrenely grateful to the governnent of Mal aysia for their
assi stance. "

The I nmigration Department issued a renmpoval order against the
25-year-old International Islamc University Ml aysia student yesterday as
his visa expired foll owi ng t he revocation of his passport by the U S.
gover nnment .

The High Court yesterday deni ed an extension of a court order
preventing the deportation of Ahrmed | brahi mafter his habeas corpus
application was postponed to today.

H gh Court Judge Datuk S. Augustine Paul in his decision said a stay
could not be granted to the student as he was an illegal immgrant after
hi s passport had been revoked by the U S. government.

Asked whet her the governnent's action to deport Ahnmed | brahi mhastily
was because of suggestions that it feared being accused of harbouring a
terrorist, Dr Mahathir said:

"No, we go according to the I aw, not according to runours and public
opinion. If the | aw says you cannot keep a person with no document, then
that's it.

"We are not tal ki ng about offences. W are tal ki ng about not havi ng
docurent .
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