08/ 10/ 2002
Deported teen “rape' victima Ml aysian

Joni st on Bangkuai

KOTA Kl NABALU, Mon. - The 13-year-old whose all egations of rape while held
at a detention centre for illegal inmmgrants pronpted protests fromthe
Phi i ppi ne Governnment, is now believed to be a Ml aysi an

I nspector-CGeneral of Police Tan Sri Norian Mai said the girl, whose
parents have been traced in Sabah, would be brought here to facilitate
i nvestigations.

According to Norian, police recorded statenents fromnore than 120
peopl e here and in the Philippines. "W have reason to believe she is a
Mal aysi an. "

He was speaking at a Press conference after visiting the State Police
Conti ngent Headquarters in Kepayan today, where he was briefed about
police preparations for the Gaya parlianentary by-el ection, the on-going
Ops Nyah against illegal immgrants and illegal squatters, and the
investigation into the girl's rape allegation

He said a DNA test would be done to help ascertain the girl's background
and nationality.

The girl, who was initially thought to be a Filipina, was deported to
Bongao in Tawi - Tawi and | ater brought to Zamboanga where she was placed in
the custody of the Philippines Wl fare Departnent.

Upon her arrival in Bongao, the girl told authorities there she was
raped by police officers at the dentention centre here while awaiting
deportati on.

This led to a strongly worded letter fromPhilippine President oria
Arroyo Macapagal to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
demandi ng an i nvestigation.

A police teamwas sent to the Philippines to record a statenment fromthe
girl.

Nori an said now that police had established that the girl was a
Mal aysi an, police would seek the co-operation of the Philippine
authorities to send her back to Sabah

"We coul d hasten our investigation into her allegations of rape once she
i s back in Sabah,"” he said.

An identification parade would be arranged, he added, to enable the girl
to identify the suspects.

On how the girl ended up being deported, Norian said she was categorised
as an illegal inmmgrant as she did not have any identification docunents
when det ai ned by police, who found her roanming the city w thout a proper
place to live and sleep. Investigations al so showed she did not attend
school .

"When she was arrested she did not provide any information about her
parents and where they lived," Norian said.
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