09 MAY 2002

DR MAHATHI R EXPLAI NS REASON FOR HI GH PERCENTAGE OF BUM PUTERAS TO | PTA

KERTIH, May 9 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d the high
per cent age of Buni putera students gai ning places in publicinstitutions of
hi gher | earning (1 PTA) conpared to the their non-Bum putera counterparts
was because they had the Sijil Tinggi Persekol ahan Mal aysi a (STPM
qualifications.

"The nunmber of non-Bum putera students who sat for the STPMwas snal |
whi | e the nunber of Bum puteras was bigger,"” he told reporters after
visiting the Petronas Petrol eumlndustrial Conplex here today.

But Dr Mahathir said he believed the situation was only tenporary once
nore non-Bum putera students opted to sit for the STPM

He was asked to comment on the announcenent nade by t he Educati on
M nistry today that 22,557 or 68.9 per cent of the 32,752 applicants who
gai ned places in 17 | PTA were Bunputeras as conpared to 26.4 per cent
Chi nese and 4.7 per cent |ndians.

Asked whether it reflected i nprovenent in the acadeni c performance of
t he Bumi putera students, the Prime Mnister said the governnent had
i ntroduced the systemof neritocracy after noting that they fared poorly in
their studies and were not conpetitive enough.
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