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Mal aysi an i nvestors in Canbodia told to hel p devel op nation

Hardev Kaur; Saiful Azhar Abdull ah

PRIME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad yesterday called on

Mal aysi an busi nessnen investing in Canbodia to assist in the progress of
the nation in line with the Government's policy to prosper its neighbours.

Speaki ng at the opening of the RML52 million Canbodia Pte Ltd's 35MN
Di esel Engi ne Power Plant here, Dr Mahathir said apart fromprofiting from
t he busi nesses, Ml aysi an busi nessnmen had a social responsibility to the
peopl e and CGovernnment of Canbodi a.

"It is also necessary for our businessnen here to focus on social work
and care for the people of Canbodia. W nmust help in their education and
help in nmeeting the needs of the people.”

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysian conpanies, with their experience, should
inmpart their expertise and skills to the people of Canbodia and hel p them
overcone their social problens.

The Prime M nister enphasi sed that prospering Ml aysia's nei ghbours
woul d greatly help to inprove the econony.

"Havi ng a prosperous neighbour will result in better trade between us
and our nei ghbours.

"We realise that apart frommaking a profit, it is also inportant to
hel p our nei ghbour prosper,” he said.

Prai si ng Mal aysi an conpanies for their contribution to Canbodi a, he said
they shoul d use their experience to hel p Canbodi an conpani es undert ake
projects outside their shores.

Dr Mahathir said he was inpressed with the current devel opnment in
Canbodi a, and hoped Mal aysi an and Canbodi an conpani es could tap the
opportunities and work closely to develop the country.

"When | visited Canbodia in 1994, it was deserted. Today, there are nore
cars on the roads and nore hotels. It is quite clear that Canbodi a has
progressed tremendously. "

Dr Mahathir al so advi sed Mal aysi an conpani es to hel p Canbodi a to devel op
its tourism

Expl ai ni ng Mal aysia's success in tourismpronotion, he said with
Canbodi a' s vast attractions, businessnmen could invest in devel oping hotels
and tourist sites.

Al so present at the cerenony were Deputy Prine Mnister of Canbodia Sar
Kheng, Canbodia Secretary of State of the Mnistry of Industry, M nes and
Ener gy, and Leader Universal Hol dings Bhd chairman Tan Sri Razali |smail

The plant, |located at Chak Angre district, was incorporated in 1995.

It is ajoint venture by three Ml aysian conpanies - Leader Universa
Hol di ngs (60 per cent stake), Delcom Services Sdn Bhd (20 per cent) and
Grand United Hol di ngs Berhad (20 per cent).

The Power Purchase Agreenent was executed between the joint-venture
conpany and El ectricite Du Canbodge in 1994.

Under the PPA it will generate 35MNto the Phnom Penh transm ssion grid.

Later, Dr Mahathir met nenbers of the Malaysian community at a hotel
here after a briefing by Wsma Putra officials on the 8th Asean Summt,
whi ch begins at the Inter-Continental Hotel tonorrow.

After the neeting with the Mal aysians, Dr Mahathir attend a working
dinner with other Asean |eaders.

It is learnt that the | eaders |ast night also discussed the terrorism
i ssue.

The terrorismdeclaration, which will be issued by the heads of



CGovernment, woul d express concern over the travel advisories issued by
several devel oped countries follow ng the bonbings in Bali and Zanboanga.

The advisories affect tourismin the region which is seen as a source of
revenue for countries in Asean.

The | eaders are al so expected to express synpathy to the victins of the
att acks.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir was nmet on arrival at the Pochentong Interna
tional Airport by the Canbodian Mnister in Charge of The Ofice of the
Council of Mnisters, Sok An, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar, Mal aysi an enbassy staff and Canbodi an offi ci al s.

Dr Mahathir toured the newy renovated airport which was privatised in
1995 to Mal aysi a's Mihi bbah Engi neering (M Bhd and its French and
Canbodi an partners.

The consortium has been awarded a 25-year concession for the devel oprment
and managenent of the airport operations.

In 2000 it al so took over the managenent of the Siem Reap Airport which
| eads to the faned Angkor Wat.

About RMVB23 million has been spent on the Pochentong airport, which has
a built-up area of 22,000 sq netres and a handling capacity of 1.8 mllion
passengers a year.

The Prime Mnister also attended a reception with nenbers of the
Mal aysi an comunity in Canbodia in conjunction with Deepaval i
cel ebrati ons.
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