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Devel opnent bearing fruit
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THE good showi ng in the Manchester Conmonweal th Ganes has convi nced Sports
M ni st er Datuk H shammuddi n Hussein that f Ml aysian sports is on the
rise.

An indicator is the fact that national athletes are beginning to wn
events which Malaysia is traditionally not strong in.

"Qur athletes are beginning to show i nprovenent in sports that we have
not been strong in and this is very encouraging," H shamuddin told a
Press conference after chairing his mnistry's post cabinet neeting in
Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

H shanmuddi n al so feels that Ml aysia does not have to inport foreign
talent and this neans that the National Sports Council's plans of offering
citizenship to "outsiders” is on hol d.

However, foreign coaches are still needed as it was through their
expertise that Ml aysia made an inpact in weightlifting, gymastics,
squash and | awn bow s.

"We do still need the services of foreign coaches but | nust commend the
i nprovenent made by sone of our |ocal coaches. Cheah Soon Kit, in
particul ar, has shown trenendous ability in guiding the wonmen doubl es pair
to a gold nedal for the first tine," said H shamuddi n.

H shanmmuddi n, in conveying Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad' s congratul ations to the contingent, said the inproved performance
proves the national athletes are able to conpete in sports in which they
have not traditionally been strong in.

"As for foreign athletes being given citizenship, | don't think we need
to do that right now

"This al so proves the success of our Jaya '98 and Gem | ang 2001
programes. W have produced good athl etes. Now the focus and
concentration will be on the Busan Asian Ganes," said H shanmuddi n.

The Jaya ' 98 progranme was ai ned towards preparing the athletes for the
Kual a Lunmpur Conmonweal th Ganes while the 2001 programme hel ped Ml aysi a
energe overall champions in the Sea Ganes.

In fact, the National Sports Council has already started the 2006
programe which is ainmed at the Doha Asian Ganes and Mel bour ne
Commonweal th Ganes.

But these Ganes are four years away.

Busan is only a nmonth away and the NSC, based on the Manchester show ng,
is confident the athletes can inprove on the five-gold achi evenent in
Bangkok four years ago.

NSC director of international preparations Ahmad Shapawi |smail said
t hat Mal aysi a should have no probl em doing well in Busan

"We are satisfied with the national athletes' performance in Manchester
al t hough we | ost several gold nedals," said Shapawi at the Kual a Lunpur
International Airport yesterday.

"This fine showi ng has given us the confidence that we can do better in
Busan than the five-gold haul in Bangkok from four years ago"

Mal aysi @' s best Asian Games outing was in 1966 in Bangkok when they won
seven gold, five silver and six bronze nedal s.

Al t hough Shapawi was non-conmmital on whet her Ml aysia was capabl e of
bettering the 1966 nmedal haul, there is a bright possibility it could be
achi eved.

In fact, this is the target the national athletes have to be set.
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