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KUALA LUMPUR, May 22 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad today officially nanmed Mal aysi a | nternati onal Shipping
Corporation Bhd's (M SC) 14th and newest LNG tanker, Puteri Intan Satu, at
the Mtsubishi Heavy Industries Ltd's (MH) Koyagi Shipyard in Nagasaki,
Japan.

Puteri Intan Satu is the first of six new Puteri Satu class LNG tankers
t hat had been ordered by M SC as part of its fleet expansion programre
which will further reaffirmits position as the single | argest owner and
operator of LNG tankers in the world, said MSCin a statenent here today.

M SC s chai rman, Tan Sri Mohd Hassan Marican, and managi ng director and
chi ef executive officer, Datuk Mohd Ali Haji Yasin, were present at the
cerenmony. MH's chairnman, Nobuyuki Masuda, was al so present.

Puteri Intan Satu, with a capacity of 137,100 cubic netres, wll
undergo sea trials before being delivered in August this year.

The coning into service of the new tanker will enable M SC, a
subsi diary of PETRONAS, to further enhance its capability and flexibility
to provide safe and reliable LNG transportation for its custoners.

Equi pped with the | atest state-of-the-art distributed control system
(DCS) for the control and nmonitoring of cargo and machi nery operati ons,
Puteri Intan Satu has al so been specially designed and built so as to be
able to operate at all major LNGtermnals in the world.

Upon delivery, Puteri Intan Satu will be the first of the Puteri Satu
class of tankers that will be fully manned by Ml aysi ans who have been
trai ned under M SC s Cadet Traini ng Programme.

In addition, Puteri Intan Satu has al so recorded another first, in
terns of local content, with the use of Ml aysian plywsod in the production
of its cargo tank insulation boxes.

The boxes formpart of a critical and specialised conmponent of the LNG
t anks.

The nanmi ng cerenony today marks an inmportant mlestone in the growh of
M SC, particularly in the LNG transportati on sector since the conpany's
delivery of the first shipment of LNG fromBintulu to Tokyo Gas' Sodegaura
Terminal in February 1983.

Froman initial fleet of only five vessels under the Tenaga series,

M SC has now expanded its LNG fleet to 13 with a gross capacity of 1.36
mllion cubic nmetres, making it the single largest LNG fl eet owner and
operator in the world.

This represents about 10 percent of the total world capacity.

The conpany has to-date nmade over 2,800 LNG cargo deliveries with a
conbi ned total of over 150 million tonnes.

Wth the delivery of all the new six Puteri Satu C ass tankers by 2005,
M SC s LNG transportation capacity will be increased by 60 percent to 2.18
mllion cubic netres.

O the six new tankers, three are being built by MH in Nagasaki while
three others are being built by Mtsui Engineering & Shipbuilding in Chiba.
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