07 JAN 2002
Mahat hir- M suari
DR MAHATHI R CONFI RV M SUARI ' S DEPORTATI ON

KUALA LUWMPUR, Jan 7 (Bernama) -- Nur Msuari, the forner Autononous
Regi on for Musli mM ndanao (ARMM gover nor who was det ai ned i n Mal aysi a
| ast Novenber for illegal entry, was deported to Manila today, the Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad confirmed.

The former Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) | eader was deported
together with six followers arrested with hi mon Nov 24 at Pul au Janpiras
in Sabah waters off Sandakan.

Dr Mahat hir however declined to el aborate when asked about M suari's
deportation at a news conference after addressing the third premer civil
servi ce assenbly here today.

M suari and the six followers fled to Malaysia after a failed uprising
i n southern Philippines.

M suari's deportati on was a week a head of the Jan 15 schedul ed date
announced | ast week by Philippine President G oria Arroyo.

He is likely to be charged with instigating a revolt in southern
Phi | i ppi nes and face i nprisonnent up to 40 years upon convi ction.

According to reports fromManila, Msuari was taken fromKual a Lunpur
to Lipa City, about 80 kmsouth of Manila aboard an air force G130
transport plane and handed over to Philippine police officials by Ml aysian
authorities.

Through his | awer Elly Pamatong, M suari |ast week submitted a witten
request to the Mal aysi an governnment to allowhimto apply for avisitor's
visatoathird country, preferably the United States.

M suari's reason for choosing the US was that the American Bl ack Muslim
| eader Loui s Farrakan has arranged for hima [ ecture tour to 41 Amrerican
universities and to attend an I sl ani ¢ Conference in Los Angel es.

M suari had also applied to the United Nations H gh Conmi ssion for
Ref ugees (UNHCR) for political asylum
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