06 JUN 2002
Mahat hi r - Pope
DR MAHATHI R TO ARRI VE TOMORROW FOR MEETI NG W TH THE POPE

By: Mahrus |brahim

VATI CAN CI TY, June 6 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad arrives here tonorrow at the invitation of Pope John Paul Il for a
meeting which is regarded as significant in paving the way for better
i nterfaith understanding.

Nati onal Fatwa Council chairman Datuk Dr Ismail Ibrahim who is here to
join Dr Mahathir's del egation, said that the Pope may have w shed to neet
the prime mnister possibly because he was seen as a | eader who had been
successful in running an Islamic country in which the various races live in
peace and prosperity.

"He may have seen how Dr Mahathir has been able to turn Malaysia into a
nodel nation," he told Ml aysian reporters who are here to cover the
hi storic event.

The four-eye neeting between Dr Mahathir and the Pope is schedul ed for
1llam |l ocal time (5pm Malaysian tinme). This is to be followed by a
del egati on neeti ng.

Dr Isnmail said that follow ng the neeting, Pope John Paul was expected
to convey a nessage to Christians that Islamis not areligion linked with
terrorism

"Islam s i mage has been underm ned by extrem sts,"” he said.

Dr Ismail said that he woul d explain the outcome of the del egation
meeting with the various state Muftis.
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