07/ 10/ 2002

Dr Mahathir: Stand united or extrem sts will gain power

KUALA LUWPUR, Sun. - Barisan Nasional chairman Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad war ned today that extrem st groups would gain support by default
if BN conmponent parties failed to stand united with a resolve to | ead
Mal aysi a.

He said BN conponent parties should uphold the truth and nake deci si ons
that would benefit all races.

He warned that extrem st groups would gain support if BN conponent
parties and their |eaders were weak and quarrell ed anong thensel ves.

"In a system of denpcracy, majority support deterni nes who forns the
gover nnent .

"Threats by extrem st groups to reduce votes for the ruling party wll
be used repeatedly if they find that we easily bowto their threats,"” he
said in his opening address at the People's Progressive Party's 49th
annual general assenbly today.

Pointing to the Governnent-initiated Vision School project where certain
extrem st groups had | evelled unfounded allegations and tried to incite
the people, Dr Mahathir said they continued to accuse the Governnent of
trying to abolish national -type school s al though the Vision School project
was ai med at encouraging integration anong the younger generation

The Prime Mnister said BN parties nust be united so that they woul d not
be i nfluenced by extrem st groups bent on thwarting Government efforts to
pronmote close ties anong the various races.

He told over 3,000 PPP del egates, nmenbers and observers attending the
AGM that the Opposition would try to west power fromthe BN, even if it
was through crude and undenocratic neans.

"We have seen how this frustrated group cheated and mani pul ated the
el ectoral roll to west power.

"We have to be cautious of their dirty tactics as these people are
willing to do anything to serve their cause. Wen they cannot win in
el ections, there are also elenents fromthe Qpposition which would try to
assune power through violence as planned by the Kunpulan M Ilitan Mal aysia
and carried out by the Al-Munah

"The Covernnent, however, will not be relaxed on this matter," Dr
Mahat hi r war ned.

On anot her note, Dr Mahathir said that although racial ties were
general ly good in Malaysia, there existed a gap anong the younger
generation in schools and institutions of higher I|earning.

At a Press conference later, he said apart from encouraging nulti-racial
clubs at universities, race-based clubs and groups should al so be
di scouraged at schools and institutions of higher |earning.

"The students (of different races) should al so share the sane
dormitory," he said.

Al so present were PPP president Datuk M Kayveas, BN secretary-genera
Tan Sri Mhamed Rahmat and ot her BN conponent party | eaders.

On PPP's request for State and parlianmentary seats in the next genera
el ection, Dr Mahathir said the matter required deliberation anong the 14
conponent parties.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked if he was confident of the evolution towards
the single identity of Ml aysi ans as Bangsa Ml aysi a.

"Well, it will take tine for people to forget that they are Indians,
they are Chinese, they are Malays ...to think of thensel ves as Ml aysi ans.



Then we will have to define who is a Ml aysian."
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