08/ 07/ 2002

Dr Mahathir: Langkawi will not be negl ected

LANGKAW , Sun. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad sai d today
t he peopl e need not fear that Langkawi woul d be neglected after he stepped
down.

Expressi ng confidence that the people in Langkawi would continue to
develop the island, Dr Mahathir said: "I can tell you all that Mhsuri's
curse will never return to Langkaw ."

According to fol kl ore, Langkawi was cursed by a beautiful naiden naned
Mahsuri after she was wongfully accused of adultery and sentenced to die.
Bef ore she was put to death, Mahsuri had said that there would be no

devel opnent in Langkawi for seven generations after her death.

Dr Mahathir said Langkawi was very backward when he first came to the
i sl and.

The Prime Mnister said he was posted to Langkawi in 1956 where he
served as a doctor for six nonths. He was captivated by Langkaw 's beauty,
and the island has held a special place in his heart ever since.

"I always feel happy being here, whether it is to rest or work.

"I"mal so happy to see the devel opnent that has taken place here," he
sai d, addi ng that devel opi ng Langkawi was one of the nost neani ngful
deci si ons he had nade.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking on the Langkawi International Airport tarmac
after arriving here for a short visit to the island.

He was enroute to Kuala Lunpur from Bangkok.

He was greeted at the airport by about 1,000 well-w shers.

Al so present were his wife, Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Menteri
Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain, Langkawi Menber of Parlianment Datuk
Abu Bakar Tai b, Kuah Assenbl yman Tan Sri Sanusi Junid who is the State's
former Menteri Besar, and another fornmer Menteri Besar, Tan Sri Gsnan
Aroff.

Dr Mahathir said he would never forget Langkawi and woul d continue to
visit the island even after he retired next year.

"My doctor says coming here is good for ny health as even ny high bl ood
pressure becones | ow when |I'm here.

"So this island is the best cure for ne.

The Prime Mnister |ater checked on the progress of several projects,

i ncluding the cable car project, the Oiental Village and Harbour Park at
Tel uk Bur au.
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