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Dr Ms visit to strengthen ties with Russia

Har dev Kaur

MALAYSI A-RUSSI A relations will be further strengthened and broadened by
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s four-day official visit -
his first - to Russia begi nning today.

The two countries have great potential and offer a | ot of synergies for
co-operation in joint ventures and in trading relations. The bil ateral
rel ati ons have been narrow and mainly in the defence fields.

Russia is rich in natural resources, including oil, gas, dianonds and
ti mber while Malaysia has the expertise in resource-based industries and
i n manufacturing. This can open up new areas of co-operation for the two
si des.

The possibility of direct and increased bilateral trade and new areas of
co-operation will be explored during the visit.

Dr Mahathir will hold discussions with President Viadinmir Putin at the
Kremin foll owed by a del egation neeting of the two sides.

This will be the third neeting for the two | eaders. Their previous
nmeeti ngs have been during the Asia-Pacific Econom c Co-operation Sunmts
in Brunei in 1999 and in Shanghai |ast year.

In addition, Dr Mahathir will nmeet Russian Prinme Mnister M khail
Kasyanov at the Wite House.

The 250-nenber Mal aysi an del egati on conpri si ng governnent officials and
busi ness |l eaders will set out to explore business opportunities in various
ar eas.

The official delegation includes five Mnisters - Foreign M nister Datuk
Seri Syed Hamid Al bar; International Trade and |Industry M nister Datuk
Seri Rafidah Aziz; Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Health
M ni ster Datuk Chua Jui Meng and Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment
M ni ster Datuk Law H eng Deng.

Three Menteris Besar - Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassim (Perlis), Tan Sri Mhd
| sa Abdul Samad (Negri Senbilan) and Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Ghazali
(Perak) - and Sabah Chief Mnister Datuk Chong Kah Kiat are also in the
del egati on.

They are joined by Bank Negara CGovernor Tan Sri Dr Zeti Akhtar Aziz and
seni or Governnent officials.

The busi ness del egati on of 150 Mal aysi an captains of industry is |led by
Chai rman of Sapura Group Tan Sri Shamsudi n Kadir and YTL Corporation
Ber had managi ng director Tan Sri Francis Yeoh as his deputy.

Dr Mahathir is schedul ed to address Russian and Ml aysi an busi ness
| eaders on “dobalisation - Towards a Fair and Prosperous World'.

Some 250 Russi an business | eaders are expected to join their Ml aysian
counterparts during the Ml aysi a- Russi a Busi ness Forum which is organi sed
by Asli (Asian Strategic and Leadership Institute) in association with
Mal aysi a External Trade Devel opnent Corporation (Matrade), Ml aysian
Enbassy in Moscow, the Miltinedia Devel opnent Corporation (MDC) and the
Russi a- Asean Co- operati on Fund.

During the four days, Dr Mahathir will also neet Ml aysian students, the
majority of whom are pursuing nmedical studies at the Mdscow State
Uni versity and the Medi cal Acadeny of Mscow.

Mal aysi @' s Anbassador to Russia Datuk Kamaruddin Mustafa, briefing the
Mal aysi an nedia on the programre, said they were all private students.

Russia is increasingly being viewed as an alternative and new pl ace for
educati on.



Dr Mahathir is scheduled to visit the Hydroneterol ogy and Environnent al
Monitoring Service where he will be given a briefing on the "Mdification
of weat her' .

The facility has been successful in controlling weather and snoke.

During the visit to the Zhukovsky Aviation Institute, the Prime Mnister
will be given a flight denonstration of the SU- 30 aircraft. The Russi ans
are keen to sell the aircraft to Ml aysi a.

Dr Mahathir will perform Friday prayers at the ol dest nbsque in Mscow -
Prospect Mra Mdsque - and al so hand over a contribution of US$10, 000
(RMB8,000) to the Chairman of the Russian Mufti's Council, Ravil
Gai nutdin, for the Miuslimconmunity in Moscow.

VWhile this is the first official visit to Russia for Dr Mahathir, he has
visited Uan Ude and Irkutsk in 1999 where he toured the shipbuilding and
aircraft industries in the regions. Dr Mahathir's last official visit to
Moscow was in 1987 when it was still the Soviet Union.

The visit was originally schedul ed for Septenber |ast year but was
post poned due to the terrorist attacks on the United States.
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