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DR MAHATHI R ENDS RUSSI AN VI SIT ON A H GH NOTE

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

MOSCOW March 16 (Bernama) - Amidst the freezing weather here, Ml aysia
and Russi a advanced their warmand friendly ties with prospects of
strengt hening bilateral relations in w de-ranging areas.

Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mdhamad, who ended a t hree-day
official visit, saidit had been very successful

"There is a desire on the part of both countries to work together," he
told a press conference attended by Mal aysi an and Russi an journalists
before flying to Stuttgart for a three-day visit to Germany.

Dr Mahathir, who held tal ks with Russian President Vladinmr Putin at
the Kremin, said he found the Russian | eader very keen to ensure this
country of 145 million people maintained its position in the world.

"He i s obviously a strong | eader who | believe can restore Russiato
this position of greatness,"” said Dr Mahathir, whose invitationto Putinto
visit Ml aysia has been accept ed.

He | ooked forward to greater cooperation between Ml aysi a and Russi a,
whi ch he descri bed as an advanced country in many fi el ds.

Dr Mahat hir said Russian Prinme M nister M khail Kasyanov had responded
positively during their talks yesterday to his suggestion that Mdscow hel ps
present the views of devel opi ng countries on gl obal economnic issues at the
Group of Eight (G8) neetings.

Asked to conpare the situation between his visit here in 1987 during
the Soviet Union-era and now, the Prine M nister said there had been a
t renmendous change i n their understandi ng of free narket as well as the
process of denocracy.

"Russi a has made a great step forward and |'mquite sure this wll
result in the Russian federati on becom ng one of the great power again," he
sai d.

To anot her question whether there was a necessity for Russia to becone
a superpower to counter-bal ance the m ght of the United States, he said: "I
think it isinmportant in everythinginlife to be balanced".

"I'f you have too much wei ght on one side, you're likely to topple over.
Therefore in international affairs there need to be a bal ance of power," he
sai d.

Thi s had been practiced in Europe for ages where they had a bal ance of
power sinply because if one party was dom nant, there was a tendency for it
to be dom neering and very i nconsi derate of others, he said.

"So if Russia is able to bal ance once again the m ght of other
countries, | think it will afford many weak countries the choi ce of
changi ng sides," he said.

He |i kened the situation with the human eyes.

"W have two eyes, just imagine if we are all created with only one
eye, you cannot appreci ate depth and because you cannot appreci ate depth
you are likely to fall down the stairs," he said.

Apart fromtal ks with the Russian | eaders, Dr Mahathir visited the
Russi an Federal Service for Hydronet eorol ogy and Envi ronnmental Monitoring
Servi ce (Rosgi dronet) and t he Shenyaki n- Ovchi nni kov I nstitute of
Bi 0- organi ¢ Chemi stry.

He al so met the Muslimcomunity and performed Friday prayers at the
Perfect Mra Mysque - Moscow s main nosque and wi tnessed a flight
denonstration of the Sukhoi SU30 whi ch Mal aysi a was consi dering to acquire
at the Zhukovsky Aviation Institute.



He al so addressed a Mal aysi an busi ness forumand nmet Ml aysi an students
pursui ng medi cal courses in Russia.
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