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By: Jaafar Hussin and E. Si vabal an

WASHI NGTON, May 14 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, when
| aunchi ng the Mal aysi a- America Friendship Caucus at Capitol Hi |l Tuesday,
said the United States can once again be the universal friend of the world
by being nore gentle towards recal citrant nations and peopl e.

"I would be lying if | say that the world still sees the United States
of Anerica as the friend that they knew.

"Yet, there is every reason and every possibility for the United States
and the Americans to be once again the universal friend of the world," the
prinme minister told a cl osed-door |uncheon at the | aunch of the caucus,
al so known as the Mal aysia Trade, Security and Econom c Cooperati on Caucus.

The text of his speech was distributed to the Ml aysi an nmedi a here by
the Prine Mnister's Ofice.

The | uncheon, held at the Speaker's Dining Roomof the Capitol, was
attended by nenbers of the US Congress. The caucus nade up of US
Congressnen, is ained at dissem nating accurate i nformati on about Ml aysi a.

Dr Mahathir, who is on a three-day visit to the United States since
Monday, said people tend to respond nore positively to the friendly
approach than to confrontation

"Pushed into a corner, even the weakest will fight. Victory over them
will really not nmean nuch," he said.

The prime minister said the US and the Anmericans were the nost |iked
peopl e not so | ong ago.

"I'n Mal aysia, we were grateful to America because we were |iberated
from Japanese occupation by Amrericans |largely. Americans were our heroes
and our friends," he said.

He said America and the American people were the best friends of al
t he oppressed peopl e of the world.

Dr Mahathir said that in the confrontati on between the Conmuni st bl oc
and the Western bloc, few had any difficulty in choosing Anerica and the
Vst .

"When the confrontation ended with the defeat of the Conmuni st bl oc,
the world saw a period of world peace and unprecedented prosperity. The
worl d even wel coned the role of the United States as the policenman, the | aw
keeper of the world," he said.

Descri bing the West as inpatient, he said they wanted an over ni ght
change. "Sudden change, even if it is for the good, is disruptive," he
said, citing the case of Myanmar where the ruling party was now | ess
resistant towards a switch to denocracy after they were persuaded by a
Mal aysi an upon the request of the United Nations.

The Mal aysian the prine mnister was referring to was former UN

president and current UN special envoy to Myanmar Tan Sri Razali |snail
Dr Mahathir said it was well to remenber that denbcracy was only a
means and not an end in itself. "It is the good |life that denmocracy brings

t hat counts, not denobcracy per se."

Dr Mahathir, who is well-known for speaking his mnd, said Ml aysians
under st ood Anericans' anxiety to see that the freedomthat they enjoyed
shoul d be enjoyed al so by Ml aysi ans and ot her peopl e.

"But we nmust adnit that at the noment, we are unable to accept the
absol ute freedomthat you believe in.

"There are certain freedons that you enjoy which we think we can do
wi t hout. We hope you can tolerate our different sense of values. One day



perhaps we will be confortable with your val ues.

"But for the nmonent, we are not confortable. Let us celebrate the
difference for that is what makes the world interesting,” Dr Mahathir said.

He said that if Ml aysians and Americans coul d accept that there would
al ways be differences between them in culture, values and opi nions, then
they woul d be nore tol erant of each other.

The prime minister said the US today could afford to use its power and
strength. "But it would do you no harmto be friendly to other countri es,
to be patient with themand to win themover to your side," he added

In his speech, Dr Mahat hir al so spoke about conbating internationa
terrorismand how, in fighting against terrorists, the world nust agree to
act together and to play their part.
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