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By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

HYDERABAD, Cct 16 (Bernamm) -- Mal aysian Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad arrived this afternoonin this capital of the southern
I ndi an state of Andhra Pradesh on the first leg of his visit to India.

This is his first visit to Hyderabad, a bustling 400 year-old
nmetropol i s of about 4.2 m|lion people, whichis gaining anidentity as the
country's Informati on Technol ogy (I T) hub.

Several arches have been erected at strategic points along the city's
mai n roads to wel cone Dr Mahathir.

The Prime M nister and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali were greeted
at the Begunpet Airport here by Andhra Pradesh Chi ef M ni ster Chandrababu
Nai du and hi s wi fe Bhuvaneswari .

Three ministers - Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar, Wrks
M ni ster Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel | u and Ener gy, Communi cati ons and Mul ti nmedi a
M ni ster Datuk Leo Moggie are in the Prime Mnister's entourage.

Dr Mahathir woul d take a first hand | ook at the devel opnent of the IT
sector here.

After checking-in at the Kakatiya Sheraton Hotel, Dr Mahathir departed
for the Hyderabad I nformati on Technol ogy Engi neeri ng Consul tancy (Hi-Tec
City) in Madhapur, an hour's drive fromhere. Several nulti-nationals have
set-up their branches in Madhapur.

A presentation on the city, which was | aunched in 1997, was gi ven by
the Principal Secretary of I T and Comuni cati ons Depart nent
J. Sat yanar ayana.

Dr Mahat hir then headed for the International Institute of Information
Technology (111 T), located close tothe Htec Cty.

A major goal of the instituteis to inpart broad and interdisciplinary
| T educati on.

After visiting the institute, the Prime Mnister was taken on a tour of
I nf osys Technol ogi es facility whi ch enpl oys about 60 conput er software
prof essi onal s.

The conpany has software devel opment centres in eight cities in lIndia
and al so outside the country.

Toni ght Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah attended a di nner hosted by the
governnent of Andhra Pradesh.

Tormorrow, the Prime Mnister will visit Satyam Conputers Services Ltd,
a diverse end-to-end IT solutions provider, at Mayfair Centre in
Secunder abad.

He will then return to the hotel, hold a press conference and receive a
farewell call fromthe Andhra Pradesh Chief M nister before | eaving for New
Del hi .

Dr Mahathir will hold talks with Indian Prine Mnister Atal Bihari
Vaj payee in New Del hi and call on Indian President APJ Abdul Kalam He will
al so address the India-Asean business sunmit.
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