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Dl ALOGUE KEY TO A BALANCED WORLD, SAYS ASEF CHI EF

SI NGAPCRE, Nov 18 (Bernama) -- Di al ogue between regions, cultures and
societiesis avital instrunent in achieving a better and bal anced worl d,
says Asi a- Europe Foundation (Asef) executive director Delfin Col one.

Asef's capacity in strengtheni ng di al ogue between regi ons was now a
nmodel to followin efforts to pronote better world understandi ng, he told
Bernanma after receiving a US$100, 000 cheque from Mal aysi an Hi gh
Conmi ssi oner to Si ngapore, Datuk Ham don Ali at Asef's headquarters here
t oday.

The US$100, 000 i s Mal aysi a's second financial contributionto Asef,
whi ch was set up in 1997 to pronote understandi ng bet ween t he peopl es of
Asia and Europe through intellectual, cultural and peopl e-to-people
exchanges.

Mal aysi a contri buted US$377,000 in the first five-year phase
(1997-2002). The second will go towards Asef's budget for another five
years from 2002

Asef is funded by voluntary contributions fromthe governnents of Asem
(Asi a- Eur ope Meeting) countries and t he European Conmi ssi on

Todate, 26 countries are nmenbers of Asef. Mst of the projects are al so
supported financially by partner institutions and private enterprises.

For exanple, the Asia-Europe neeting i n Copenhagen in Septenber this
year brought world | eaders together, in the wake of rising tension in Wst
Asi a, said Col one.

The "nmeeting of mi nds" between Mal aysian Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and French Presi dent Jacques Chirac, for exanple, was
testinmony to the i nportance of di al ogue between worl d | eaders in tackling
t he i ssues at hand, given the i npendi ng war between US and Iraq.

"Not all countries in Europe support (US President George W) Bush's
decision to attack lIrag," he said.

Usi ng Asef as a nodel, Col one said that the European Uni on was now
pl anning to create a Euro-Mediterranean Foundation, bringing together the
devel oped nati ons of Europe and t he devel opi ng countries in the
Medi t erranean, including Islamc nations.

Meanwhi | e, Hami don said that Asef's role was to build bridges between
Asia and Europe inthe long term noting that its programes were ai ned at
pronoting better understandi ng anong di fferent cul tures and societies of
different regions

The progranmes undert aken by Asef, such as the collaboration with
uni versities, were inportant in breaking the barriers and pronote better
under st andi ng anong t he youths fromboth regi ons, sai d Hani don

Col one said that since its inception in 1997, Asef had i npl emented 200
projects in the core areas of intellectual, cultural and peopl e-to-people
exchanges, resulting inthe creation of 8, 000 young anbassadors i n both
Asi a and Europe.
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