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SECURITY is high on the agenda of the Eighth Asean Sumit which gets
underway in Phnom Penh today. The question of security has been a mgjor
itemat every neeting, conference, summit and caucus since Sept 11, 2001

The bonbings in Bali and Zanboanga have brought the region's security
arrangenents into sharper focus. But Asean secretary-general Rodol fo
Severino says ot her issues, including economc, trade, tourismand indeed
conpr ehensi ve econom ¢ co-operation and partnership are all interlinked.

As such he says there is no one issue that will overshadow or dom nate
anot her at the Eighth Asean Sunmit.

The question of security is not new Asean |eaders have denonstrated
their political commtnent to conbat terrorismand other fornms of
transnational crine.

An Asean Decl aration on Joint Action to Counter Terrorism has been
i ssued.

Several anti-terrorism neasures, including informtion exchange, co-
operation in legal and | aw enforcenment matters, institutional capacity
bui | di ng, training and extra-regi onal co-operation have been adopted.

In addition, Mlaysia, Indonesia and the Philippines signed the
Agreenent on Information Exchange and Establishnent of Comuni cation
Procedures to counter terrorismand other transnational crine. Co-
operation also takes place within the broader context of the Asean
Regi onal Forum ( ARF).

Asean and Chi nese senior officials, who net ahead of their |eaders, have
agreed on a declaration to avoid an outbreak of hostilities in the region

The Foreign M nisters of China and Asean are expected to sign the
decl aration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea on the first
day of the summt.

A consensus was reached with clai mants, non-claimants and Chi na, and
"the text stipulates the countries of Asean and China restrain from any
activities that would escal ate or that would conplicate the relations
anong thensel ves, to exercise restraint, and to help any persons in
di stress” China, Taiwan and four Asean countries claimportions of
territory and the waters around the Spratly Islands and several other
atolls in the South China Sea.

Anal ysts note that the South China Sea is a strategic route for trade
and mlitary ships with some 25 per cent of world shipping noving through
the South Chi na Sea.

There is thus a need to ensure safe passage of goods and people in the
regi on.

Asean menbers have shown that they are able to take the bull by the horn
and deal with issues that others view as contentious, including
mul tinational clains. According to Severino, a joint statement on
terrorismwould be issued during the summt to express concern over the
recent spate of attacks in Indonesia and the Philippines.

"They will stress their commitnent to anti-terrorismand say that Asean
is doing practical things to conbat terrorism"”

An anti-terror centre is to be set up in Kuala Lunpur. But even as Asean
menbers are taking concrete steps to deal with the problem devel oped
countries are not helping with their "travel advisories".

Western Governments, including the US and Australia, issued travel
war ni ngs for nost Sout heast Asian nations recently, including Singapore,



I ndonesi a, the Philippines and Thail and.

"I think there is an unconscious effort to identify Southeast Asia with
terrori smbecause of the | arge nunber of Muslins in this area,” Severino
sai d.

He pointed out that no travel advisories were issued follow ng the Sept
11 attacks.

The co-operation anong Asean nenbers has been undertaken even before the
Sept 11 and Bali attacks.

There is deep concern about terrorismdue to its inpact on human life,
security and econom c well-being of the region

A |l andmar k Tourism Agreenent ained at strengthening the tourismindustry
and enhancing intra-regional travel anong nenber countries will be also
si gned.

Severino says: "W can't give up. W will make travel in the regi on nmuch
easi er and subjected to |l ess hassle but at the sane tine not conprom sing
safety and security.”

The East Asian region, which represents 23 per cent of the world' s gross
domestic product (GDP) and 40 per cent of its foreign reserves, renmains an
attractive investnent destination.

East Asia constitutes about one third of the world' s popul ation, which
according to the Asean secretariat statement, "points to the potenti al
size of the growi ng East Asian market in the foreseeable future”

The signing of the Framework Agreenent on Conprehensive Econon c Co-
operation between Asean and China will create the world' s |argest free
trade area. This will give rise to new avenues for intraregional trade and
i nvest nment .

Wth enhanced efficiency through economnmies of scale and a | arger narket,
there are nore opportunities to tap capital and talent. China and Asean
al so signed a nenorandum of understanding (MbU) on Agriculture Co-
operation. Asean nenbers are the first countries to be offered the kind of
co-operation in agriculture by China.

As a mmjor agricultural producer and as a highly protected industry in
many countries, including Japan and even China, the MoU for agriculture is
seen as a major step forward for China and its active participation in the
worl d trade negotiations under the auspices of the Wrld Trade
Organi sati on.

Countries are lining up to engage the regi onal grouping.

The US, which issued a travel advisory to its citizens on Friday, is
nevert hel ess eager to reap economi c benefits.

US President George Bush announced the Enterprise for Asean Initiative
(EAI') "an integral part of Anerica's overall agenda for trade, economc
growt h, hope and opportunity".

According to the Wiite House, it offers the prospect of bilateral free
trade agreenents (FTAs) between the US and Asean nenbers.

Even as the grouping is attracting an increasing nunber of suitors, the
| eaders are conscious of the need for greater integration anong the 10
menbers at different |evels of devel opnent.

For this the Initiative for Asean Integration (l1Al) has been | aunched
and | eaders agreed to devel op a Roadmap for Integration of Asean (RAlI) to
make regional integration the centre of Asean co-operation, providing a
framework for a nore coherent inplenentation of the regional integration
pr ogr ame.

Among the areas being | ooked into are infrastructure devel opnent, human
resource devel opnment, information and comunication technol ogy and the
regi onal economic integration in the newer nmenbers - Canbodi a, Laos,

Vi et nam and Myannar .
By last nonth, 10 arrangenents worth US$26.5 billion (RMLOO.7 billion)



had been concl uded and anot her four were bei ng negoti at ed.

Seven countries had agreed to exchange data on short-termcapital fl ows.

The cl oser co-operation of the East Asian countries - has been in the
maki ng for sone tine.

Mal aysia first proposed it in 1991 but was vehenmently opposed by the US,
the grouping is energing in the formof the Asean Plus Three.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is expected to raise the
possibility of setting up a bureau, a mechanismto pronote co-operation
wi th the grouping' s dial ogue partners.
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