24/ 07/ 2002
"Tinme for dialogue with the West

Debor ah Loh

KUALA LUWPUR, Tues. - Ilranian President Mohanmad Khatam said the tine has
conme for a dial ogue between the Islamic world and the West which is facing
a spiritual and ethical crisis.

The reform st | eader said conditions were ripe as the West, after 400
years of nodernity, had reached a point where there was an absence of
ethics and spirituality.

"This is a very inportant historical stage to conduct a dial ogue between
the Islamc world and the West," Khatam said at a Press conference today.
Speaki ng through an interpreter, Khatam also said world opinion about
the US mlitary-oriented policy against terrorismand support for Israe

woul d gradual | y change.

"Even the American people thenselves will ask, why should we spend so
much on a snall Governnent |ike Israel ?"

He said Iran woul d have no problens with the US, provided the superpower
reviewed its policies against them

"They must stop using the |anguage of threat," he said.

On his struggle to inplenment refornms in Iran, Khatam said his plans had
twi ce been endorsed by the people through el ections.

Khatam , who held bilateral talks with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad yesterday, said he agreed with nost of Dr Mahathir's
views on problenms of Muslimunity, and urged Islamc countries to ignore
their differences in favour of conmon interests.

He said the Organisation of Islamc Conference could also hel p establish
a conmon Islamc market and a united currency.

On Iran-Mal aysia ties, Khatam said they were good and hoped that both
countries would conmpl enent each ot her in exchangi ng econonmic and cultura
benefits, as well as creating a broader unity anmpng nati ons.

Speaki ng at a luncheon talk w th Ml aysi an and |rani an busi nessmen
jointly organised by the Asian Strategi c and Leadership Institute,

Nati onal Chanber of Commerce and Industry Malaysia (NCCIM and Mal aysi a
Ext ernal Trade Devel opnent Corp, he proposed the establishment of a
"Trans-Asia Information Technology Initiative" to harness and broaden the
I T market .

He said Iran was seeking Malaysia's expertise in the creation of a broad
I T market .

"The recent nove by Iran to make full and conprehensive use of
i nformati on, conmuni cations technology will pave the ground for expanding
co-operation between our two countries.

"In the light of such valuable potentials, and considering the very
exceptional geographic position of our two countries being at the opposite
ends of the continent, | would like to suggest a joint collaboration
called the Trans-Asia IT Initiative," he said.

He al so praised Malaysia for taking giant steps in the direction of
sust ai nabl e devel opnent and econom c prosperity by reducing the distance
between itself and the advanced industrial countries at a considerable
speed.

Later, Khatam and Dr Mahathir w tnessed the signing of a joint co-
operation agreenent and a menorandum of understanding to set up an Iran-
Mal aysi a Busi ness Council and Mal aysi a-1ran Busi ness Council between the
I ran Chanber of Commerce, |ndustries and M nes, and the NCCI M

At the signing, Iran Chanber of Conmmerce, Industries and M nes was



representated by its deputy president, Feredoon Entezari, while NCCl M by
its president, Datuk Seri Abdul Rahman Mai din.

At a public forumlater, Khatam said there was a need for CGovernnents
to listen to the cries of their people.

A Governnent which failed to do so, he added, would pay a high price for
it.

"Denocracy is a necessity for all Islamc countries,” he said, in
response to a question fromthe fl oor

He had earlier given a talk on D al ogue Anong Givilisations and its
Chal | enges.

Khat ami urged scholars and intellectuals to "make politicians succunb to
the I ogic of peace and the right to a decent life for the people".

He al so said that Muslins nust be strong, adding that "strength is not
enough if it is not at the service of the people".

"Islam c countries need m ght and sovereignty and power that care for
t he people,” he said.
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