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By: Rohana Mustaffa

YANGON, Aug 19 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d today
that Asean, for all its weaknesses and even failures, is still one of the
strongest associ ati ons of devel opi ng countri es.

"Through Asean we have reduced the kind of fruitless confrontations
whi ch normal | y happen between nei ghbours and al so | earnt from each ot her
the art and science of devel oping our countries,” the prinme mnister said.

He said that the Asean countries had strengthened their economni es
t hrough pronoting i ntra-Asean trade and i nvestnents and through regi ona
col l aboration had protected their industries and hel ped their comon
i ndustries through conmon policies and strategies.

"I'n Mal aysia, we believe in hel ping our nei ghbours to develop partly to
save us fromthe spill-over effect of poor and unstable governments and
partly because prosperous nei ghbours nake good markets for Ml aysi an
products," he told 550 participants and guests of a technol ogy conference,
her e.

Dr Mahathir was delivering a keynote address at the Myannar- Ml aysi a
Technol ogy Conference jointly organi sed by the Ml aysi an
| ndust ry- Governnment Group for Hi gh Technol ogy (M ght) and Myanmar State
Peace and Devel oprment Council (SPDC) in collaboration with the Ml aysi an
Ext ernal Trade Devel opnent Corporation (Matrade) and Institut Sultan
| skandar (1SlI).

He is on a two-day working visit to Myanmar at the invitation of
Chai rman of the SPDC and Prime M nister of Myanmar Senior General Than Shwe
and to reciprocate his counterpart's visit to Malaysia in Septenber | ast
year.

Dr Mahathir said that Mal aysia honestly wanted to see the Asean region
prosperous and strong in order to help themfend off the predators from
out si de.

And Mal aysia did not subscribe to the Zero Sum gane in which the
country could only gain if another country |ost because Ml aysi a believed
ina Wn-Wn philosophy in which all parties nust gain and no one should
| ose, he added.

He stressed that it was with this belief in mnd that Ml aysia had
wor ked closely with all its neighbours and in particul ar those new nmenbers
of Asean who, because of their past costly struggles, had been | aggi ng
behi nd.

"W believe that our experience in grow ng through foreign
participation in our econony can al so be the experience of all countries
wi shing to grow econonically and we know that foreign i nvestments will not
af fect our independence," he added.

The prinme mnister said that this was the only way for weak nations to
protect thensel ves, by coming together to conbine their little assets and
form ng a stronger cooperation between countries of a given regi on and
bet ween the regions as well, cooperation which did not dimnish their
national identities.

Stressing the i nportance of weak nations groupi ng together, based on
the reality of the world today where opportunities for interaction by the
human race had never been so great, he said that this had been exploited by
some who saw t hese opportunities as offering themthe expansion of their
i nfl uence and m ght.

The nentality of a village bully had overcone these people and



invariably in such a world, might was right and justice and fair play
i nvari ably went out of the w ndow, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the question of how nuch the weak woul d once again
submt to the strong and how nmuch sovereignty and i ndependence t hey woul d
retain woul d depend not on their physical strength but on the strategy they
adopt ed and the common causes that they made with others who were in the
sane straits.

He said that the weak nations should note that even the strong were
com ng together to bolster thenselves to be even stronger and if it was not
easy for them it would certainly not be easy for the weak countri es.

In wel coming foreign investnments, Dr Mahathir stressed that Ml aysia
itself had al ways remai ned i ndependent in words and in deeds and it knew
that foreigners would not come to the country to do charity and that they
were entitled to their profits fromtheir capital and technol ogi ca
i nvest ment s.

The governnment only wanted jobs for the people and was not interested
in deriving revenue for the governnent coffers and Mal aysi a had succeeded
so nmuch that today Mal aysia was short of workers, he said.

Dr Mahat hir said Ml aysi an workers had now becorme highly skilled, the
managers were nore conpetent and the country's wealth had increased that it
had huge savings and sufficient capital for the | ocal entrepreneurs.

"Today Mal aysians are able to invest on their own in the very
sophi sticated i ndustries which were once the preserve of foreign
corporations," he added.

The prime minister drew the attention of the Myanmar governnment to the
fact that while Ml aysi ans hoped to be wel comed the way foreign i nvestors
were wel core to Mal aysia, the governnent also knew that nost countries
expected them as foreign investors, to respect the sensitivities, |aws and
religions, domestic and foreign policies of the country.

Mal aysi an busi nessnmen, traders and i nvestors woul d be expected to do
these and the Mal aysi an governnent woul d ensure that they did so, he said.

Dr Mahathir did not foresee nmuch problemin Myanmar and gave his word
that the Mal aysi an governnent, businessmen and scientists would col |l aborate
fully with their counterparts here.

He said the conference was specifically focused on technol ogy and there
woul d be nuch that both sides could do for nutual benefit, especially in
est abl i shi ng cooperation in biotechnol ogy, as Mal aysia and Myanmar were
endowed with extrenely rich resources in flora and fauna, the basis for
genom cs, the science of the future.

Dr Mahat hir hoped that the Myanmar- Mal aysi a Technol ogy conference woul d
be a start of a series of collaboration that would take both nations to a
hi gh | evel of soci o-econom c well -bei ng.

He said the conference bore testinony to the continued comm tment on
the part of the Malaysian governnent to the idea of prospering nei ghbours
t hrough econom ¢ and busi ness col | aborati on.

Fi ve worki ng papers will be presented at the three-day conference with
the theme, "Business Opportunities and Technol ogy Col | aborati on Between
Mal aysi a and Myanmar", which is attended by mainly people fromthe business
sectors of both countries.

Anong the presenters are Mal aysian International Trade and I ndustry
M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, who will discuss regional trade as a
catal yst for econom c growth, and Energy, Conmmunications and Miltimedi a
M ni ster Datuk Amar Leo Mbggie who will talk on the driving econom c growh
in the digital age.
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