30 DEC 2002

DR MAHATHIR S DI ALOGUE W TH | SLAM C THI NKERS

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 30 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad hel d a cl osed-door dialogue with Islamc thinkers who attended a
di scourse, here tonight.

The di scourse was organi sed by the Special Affairs Departnent of the
Information M nistry, responsible to address various issues |ike Ml aysia
as an Islamic state, the Malay struggle and national unity.

The three-day di scourse, that started yesterday, discussed various
topics including jihad and chall enges in the nbdern era, |slam c education
to create a strong Muslimgeneration and Mal aysia's efforts to be a
devel oped | sl amic country.

Anong those who presented ceranmahs were Dakwah | sl am ah Mal aysi a
Foundati on President Datuk Nakhai e Ahnmad, Academic Director of Islamic
Studi es of Universiti Ml aya Prof Datuk Paduka Dr Mahnood Zuhdi Abd Majid
and Dean of Islamic Studies Faculty in Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysi a Assoc
Prof Mohd Yusoff Hussai n.

Al so present were Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob, his
Deputy Datuk Zainuddin Maidin and Prime Mnister's Religious Adviser Tan
Sri Dr Abdul Hami d O hnman.
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