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Al'l about choi ce of candi dates

Shansul Akmar
PAS' choi ce of by-election headquarters at the Madrasah An Nur Al Islan ah
religious school in Gajah Mati, Pendang, tells an interesting tale.

School s such as these had been the nmain supplier of the party's cadre
system

The exi stence of several religious schools in Pendang and Anak Bukit was
cited by acting Pas president Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang as a factor
which will ensure his party's victory in the by-el ections.

VWhat Hadi had said is not far fromthe truth. The very exi stence of Pas
i s based on the continuous supply of cadres and future | eaders from such
schools and that is not only confined to Pendang and Anak Bukit, but also
to other parts of the Malay States.

In fact, Pas seeds were originally sown at the El -Ehya As-Shari f
religious school in Gunung Semanggol, in Perak during the colonial era and
the tradition had never stopped and, to a certain degree, flourished. For
that matter, Pas had not stopped nerely at the religious schools.

Products fromthese school s have proceeded to expand the party's
ideology in institutions of higher |earning, be they |ocal or abroad.

Their cadre system has been perfected to a degree whereby, not only
religious students were roped in, but also those pursuing professiona
cour ses.

It was actually not surprising when the political crisis of 1998
erupted, university students were in the forefront fighting Umo and the
Federal Governnent.

Umo may be instrunental in the setting up of nost institutions of
hi gher | earning and responsible in providing Malay students the
opportunities to study there. Wth that, the party nmay believe that these
students will always |ook at Umo as their saviour, feel indebted and
will, upon the conpletion of their studies, support its struggles.

It was not to be as the Pas cadre system had penetrated nost of these
institutions. Wth that, Umo's re-generation process, which should have
conme naturally, spluttered.

Back in Pendang and Anak Bukit, where the mcrocosm of the whol e process
is occurring, nmuch as Pas may feel conforted by the existence of these
school s, Umo does not seemtoo perturbed.

Said an aide to deputy Umo president Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badaw ,
who i s spearheadi ng Umo/ Bari san Nasional's canpaign in the by-el ections:

"Mich as teachers of these schools are perceived to be staunch
supporters of Pas today, many of them were pupils of Abdullah's
gr andf at her Syei kh Abdul | ah 1 brahi mor better known as Syei kh Abdul | ah
Fahi m

"Syei kh Abdul | ah Fahi m was anong the pioneers in setting up these
schools in the constituencies at the turn of the century until pre-

i ndependence.

"Sonme of the school principals and teachers had studied under him"

Wth that, the scale was bal anced, if not tipped, towards Umo and Pak
Lah as the Deputy Prime Mnister is affectionately referred to. However,
the fact remains, these schools and others |ike them el sewhere, wll
continue to be Pas' source of party cadres as well as the main contributor
to its re-generation process.

This is what Umo seens to be lacking in despite being in power for
al nost five decades.



As pointed out by a local Umo Youth nenber:

"Even in terns of choosing candi dates, top Umo | eaders do not seemto
be interested in the re-generation process."

H s grouse was over the choice of candi dates. For Pendang, Ummo again
opted for Datuk O hman Abdul who was defeated in 1999 and had been an MP
for four terms before that.

For Anak Bukit, Umo chose Datuk Zakaria Said, a three-term Assenbl yman
and one-term MP until he was dropped in the 1999 general election.

Pas, on the other hand, has fielded Dr Mohd Hayati O hman, 45, a first-
timer, for Pendang.

For Anak Bukit, Pas is banking on Am ruddin Hanzah, 40, a qualified
engi neer who | ost in Langkawi in the 1999 general election

The Umo Youth menber argued his case further

"It is not like our candidates are in the | eague of Dr Mahathir (Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad) that they become indi spensable.”

In fact, immediately after nom nation day, Pas |eaders and nenbers went
on to crow about their candi dates, pointing out that Umo had opted for
di scards.

Pas central comm ttee nmenber Mohaned Sabu was one who gl oated about Pas
candi dat es bei ng young pr of essi onal s.

"People say that Pas is a party Pak Lebai (conservative and traditiona
Mal ay mul | ahs). But | ook, this Pak Lebai party can field young
pr of essi onal s.

"But Umo... It is fielding candidates of Nordin Ahnad's era (a popul ar
Mal ay actor of the 1960s/1970s) who are fit to act in Panggilan Pulau (a
popul ar Mal ay novie of the 1950s with P. Ram ee as the main actor)."”

Such condescendi ng remarks are only expected from Mohanmed who is
currently being widely criticised for using profanities and resorting to
crude nane-calling of government |eaders.

But political analyst Dr Vincent Lim who was in Pendang and Anak Bukit,
feels that, while Pas can afford to field professional and young
candi dates, Umo has its own tradition to observe.

"Pas is an ideological-driven party and with that, candi dates are of no
consequence.

"But Umo's tradition has al ways been one which takes into account |oca
sensitivities and needs.

"There is actually an advantage to field seasoned politicians who know
the finer details of the constituency they represent.”

On this, Mhanmed concurred, saying, as far as he was concerned, choice
of candidates for his party only carries a five per cent influence on
voters, especially in rural constituencies.

Umo had acknow edged this fact for a long tinme, especially in States
i ke Kel antan or constituencies noted to be Pas' stronghol ds.

In Kel antan, for exanple, there is a popul ar sayi ng anong Umo nenbers
that even if a tree stunp is placed as a candidate, as long as it
contested under the Pas ticket, it would wn.

VWhile Umo has to deal with this reality, a party canpaigner from
Mal acca pointed out why it was wise to opt for the two candi dates though
they were considered having outlived their useful ness.

"Qthman is the division head. Even though he was defeated in 1999, we
all accept that it was not due to his lack of popularity but rather Pas
was riding the Anwar | brahi mwave then

"Furthernmore, Umo's political intrigues at the divisional |evel are not
sonet hing easy to deal with. Put a newconer and others in the divisiona
ranks may just decide to sabotage him

"G ven his lack of experience, he may just end up being sl aughtered by
Umo itself, Iong before Pas can get to him"



Simlarly, he argued, with the case of Zakaria, Umo's candidate for
Anak Bukit.

"He had served the constituency for three terns before and he shoul d
know t he place well."

Despite these argunents, there are still some in Umo, especially the
younger generation, who feel that until and unless the top | eaders are
prepared to opt for young blood, the re-generation process in Umo wil I
not take pl ace.

But a fan of Umo tradition does not believe parlianentary or State
el ections or by-elections is the place for such re-generation to be
conduct ed.

"It should be during party elections, especially at the divisiona
| evel .

"If the divisions feel that the | eaders need to be replaced by young
bl ood, then they should do it. Then, the top | eaders have no choice but to
choose candi dates from anong the new faces."

On that score, Umo nenbers should not fret about the re-generation, or
rather the lack of it, in the party.

They shoul d al so not fret too nmuch about the description of Mhaned that
Umo candi dates are only suited for Ml ay novies of the 1950s.

After all, present-day Mal ay novie actors are accused of depending too
much on | ooks and gl anorous lifestyles, unlike those of the past, |ike
Nordi n Ahmad or P. Ranml ee, who were truly tal ented

The only thing that should be nagging themis that P. Ranl ee and Nordin
Ahmad started very young. They became | egends much | ater
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