12 OCT 2002

Mahat hi r - CNN

DR MAHATHI R W LL NOT RETURN TO PQOLI TI CAL POST OR PREM ERSH P WHEN HE
STEPS DOWN

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 12 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
he will not return to his political post nor the prem ershi p when he steps
down by the end of next year as he does not want to interfere.

Prime Mnister said he is absolutely positive about |eaving but wll
continue to stay in Umo and work for the party to ensure it will continue
towininthe elections and | ead the government of the country.

Speaking in the first of a series of exclusive interviews with CNN Tal k
Asia programe, Dr Mahathir admitted that his decision to quit was |ike
cutting an unblical cord

"I think | will stay with the party, work for the party and | want to

ensure the party continue towin. | will have nore time to go down and neet
t he people."
"I will certainly be involved in politics since | amgoing down to

explain (to the people) the whole idea of Malaysia and its politics, why it
shoul d remain denorcratic and how it should go about devel opi ng the
country," he told CNN conpere Lorraine Hahn in a 30-mi nute programe aired
toni ght.

Dr Mahathir said in the recorded interview fromhis official residence
in Putrajaya that Malaysia will continue to grow despite his stepping down
since "Mal aysia has got all the things in place to continue growh, the
policies and the nechanismare there."

"I think even if |I amnot around Mal aysia can do with other people who
are conversant with our policies,"” he said.

After 27 years of leading the country, Dr Mahathir said he will mss
the job but does not think he will be missing it very nmuch since he will be
i nvolved in party works.

On his successor Datuk Seri Abdullah Haji Ahmad Badawi, he said both of
them believe in the sane thing and the sanme nmethod of nanagi ng and
devel oping the country, and only the styles will be different, which "is
alright.”

To Hahn's question of whether Ml aysia needs a different style of

| eaders, he said: "Perhaps. | think it is good for the people to have a
change. "
On the legacy he will |eave behind, Dr Mahathir said it is the cultura

aspect rather than physical since "cultural is inportant.”

"The fact is that | amable to maintain racial harnony between the
di fferent people" especially when he was once | abelled as an ultra and very
anti Chi nese.

He said: "It is a challenged for me. Wen | was first named Deputy
Prime Mnister, there is a feeling of shock that | shouldn't be choosen
since | was |labelled as being an ultra and very anti Chinese."

"It was not a true perception...pronoted by sone people who wanted to
get rid of nme, calling ne an ultra, and giving a person a |label is one
great way of underm ning that person's influence."

He said it is politics and he accepts it.
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