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Hadi - By- el ecti on
Dl FFI CULT TO RETAI N ANAK BUKI T AND PENDANG SEATS, SAYS PAS

KUALA TERENGGANU, June 26 (Bernama) -- PAS today adnitted that it would
be difficult toretainthe Anak Bukit state and Pendang parlianmentary seats
in Kedah in the by-elections to be held follow ng the death of PAS Dat uk
Fadzi| Noor,

PAS acting president Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang sai d, however, that
t he Bari san Nasi onal shoul d not assune that it would gain easy victory |ike
in the Ketari (Pahang) and I ndera Kayangan (Perlis) by -elections, "The
by-el ections will be an inportant gauge not only in the constituencies
concerned but also at the national |evel.

"They will serve as a gauge for the next general election and after the
prime minister (Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohaned) steps down in over a year,"
t he Terengganu nmenteri besar told reporters after the state executive
council neeting, here.

He said this when asked about PAS's preparations for the be-el ections
followi ng the death on Sunday of Fadzil who won both seats in the 1999
general el ection.

Abdul Hadi said the by-el ections would al so give the second Umo's
second echel on | eaders a chance to showtheir capability during the
transition of power in the party and government.

On the choi ce of candi dates, he said the decision rested with the Kedah
PAS |i ai son body.

He said the PAS branches in the two constituenci es were gathering data
in preparation for the by-elections and the party woul d play up national
issues relating to religionincludingthe Syariah Crim nal Code Enact nent
((Hudud and Q sas) Bill which would be tabled in the state assenbly next
nmont h.
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